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Mayor Ashley called the meeting to order and asked the Clerk to call the roll:
PRESENT:

Mayor Ashley, Councillors Davis, Kennedy,
Powers, Price, Skamperle and Stevenson

ABSENT:

None

PRESENTATION
1.
Kathleen Wade of the Ogdensburg Historic Preservation Commission
presented David Martin with the Elizabeth Baxter award. Mrs. Wade provided a
background of Mr. Martin’s accomplishments. Mayor Ashley read a proclamation
declaring October 15, 2019 David Martin Appreciation Day in the City of
Ogdensburg. Jim Reagen presented Mr. Martin with a proclamation from Senator
Patty Ritchie.
City Council adjourned for 15 minutes for refreshments in Room #3. Upon
returning, all members of Council were still present.
2. Mark Mashaw from Pinto, Mucenski, Hooper, VanHouse and Company
provided Council with the 2018 audit. (A copy of the audit summary follows these
minutes.) Councillor Skamperle asked if the additional liability for other postemployment benefits (OPEB) is what the City owes as people retire. Mr. Mashaw
said yes, but in the past only part of the liability was put on the books. Councillor
Powers asked if this change was a result of Governmental Accounting Standards
Board Statement No.75, and Mr. Mashaw said yes. Mr. Mashaw said the City has
had two healthy years in a row and made great accomplishments. Mr. Mashaw
said everything is running as planned, and postings are being done monthly. City
Manager Sarah Purdy noted the City took Mr. Mashaw’s advice and wrote off
$500,000 in delinquent property tax receivables. Councillor Stevenson asked if
those delinquencies had been on the books for a long time. Mr. Mashaw said they
were from 2008 or prior. Councillor Stevenson noted the Audit Committee met for
a presentation from Mr. Mashaw with City staff and also met without City staff to
review the report.
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PROCLAMATION
1.
Mayor Ashley read a proclamation for Friends of the Library Week,
October 20-26, 2019. (A copy of the proclamation follows these minutes.)
PERSONAL APPEARANCE
1.
Tom & Deb Hannan addressed Council to provide an update on the
Charles W. Kelly Memorial Park. Mr. & Mrs. Hannan provided Council with a
drawing of the intended memorial design and thanked the Mayor, Council, City
Manager Sarah Purdy, Secretary Coralee Barrett and Recreation Director Matthew
Curatolo for support and assistance with the project. Mrs. Hannan explained the
entrance to the memorial will be on the Hamilton Street side of the park, across
from St. Mary’s Cathedral and the Rectory. Mr. Hannan said NYSCOPBA,
Kiwanis and so many others in the community have been very generous, and the
committee has already raised $20,000 to $25,000. Mr. Hannan explained the final
amount required will be determined when the bids are received and added the
committee intends for any excess funds to be used for future maintenance of the
memorial.
2.
Cheryl Ladouceur, John Street, addressed Council regarding the
political forum sponsored by the Friends of the Library on October 10, 2019 at the
Dobisky Center. Mrs. Ladouceur said the Dobisky Center should look welcoming
and kept in good condition. Mrs. Ladouceur said she is concerned about the large
amount of funds being cut from the Remington and the Library. Mrs. Ladouceur
said something needs to be done to keep those facilities operational and preserve
history. Mrs. Ladouceur said her husband used to film the Council meetings, and
Council needs to figure out a way to present the meetings to the public. Mrs.
Ladouceur suggested cuts to the Fire Department and Police Department through
attrition or perhaps a Fire Department that is half paid and half volunteer. Mrs.
Ladouceur said she is aware of the safety issues in the community, but Council
needs to look at ways to save money.
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CONSENT AGENDA
Mayor Ashley moved that the claims as enumerated in General Fund
Warrant #17-2019 in the amount of $800,028.34 and Library Fund Warrant #172019 in the amount of $46,388.47 and Capital Fund Warrant #17-2019 in the
amount of $121,343.64 and Community Development Fund Warrant #17-2019 in
the amount of $1,401.70 and Community Renewal Fund Warrant #17-2019 in the
amount of $65,550.00 as audited, be and the same are ordered paid and Councillor
Skamperle seconded the motion.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
ITEMS FOR COUNCIL ACTION
1.
Councillor Skamperle moved a resolution authorizing the City
Manager to sign a NYSDOT Undertaking Agreement to allow the 2019 Holiday
Light Up the Night Parade route to be designated as State Street (Route 68), and
Councillor Price seconded to wit:
RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY MANAGER
TO SIGN A NYSDOT UNDERTAKING AGREEMENT
WHEREAS, the New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT)
requires an Undertaking Agreement to allow the 2019 Holiday Light Up the Night
Parade route to be designated as State Street (Route 68), and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Manager, Sarah
Purdy, is hereby authorized and directed to sign an Undertaking Agreement with
the NYSDOT to allow the 2019 Holiday Light Up the Night Parade route to be
designated as State Street (Route 68).
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The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
OLD BUSINESS
1.
Councillor Stevenson asked for an update on the part-time Code
officer assigned to address quality of life issues. City Manager Sarah Purdy said
there was a full-time Housing Inspector position filled, and she believes an update
was recently sent to Council. Ms. Purdy said she will resend the update.
2.
Councillor Kennedy asked for an update on her request from the last
Council meeting for a review of other communities and their means of getting
information out to the public. Councillor Kennedy suggested engineering students
may be able to develop an App for the City. City Clerk Cathy Jock said other
communities use Facebook and their websites to release information to the public,
but she did not find any that issue any type of newsletter on a regular basis.
Councillor Price said the recent issue of NYCOM Municipal Matters contained an
article regarding the use of an App by municipalities. City Manager Sarah Purdy
said the City needs to be mindful of information that is subject to FOIL, and the
research to find a solution at no cost will take time. Councillor Kennedy
acknowledged City staff is trying to make the information available to the public
via multiple avenues, but people are still indicating they do not know what is going
on. Councillor Price said there is a duty of a citizen to be informed, and it is not
the duty of the government to keep a citizen informed. Councillor Powers agreed
and said the community needs to want to know. Councillor Powers said
information can be released in multiple ways, but some will still say they did not
know. Ms. Purdy said City staff is working on it, and Council will receive an
update.
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NEW BUSINESS
1.
Councillor Powers said a Neighborhood Watch program could assist
the police department with the great job they do. Councillor Stevenson said
Officer Hart tried to implement the program a few years ago, but only five people
showed up to the meeting. Police Chief Andrew Kennedy said Crime Prevention
Officer Danielle Price could set up another public meeting if desired. City
Manager Sarah Purdy said the concept has worked well over the last year in one
area of the City thanks to a dedicated group of citizens.
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
1.
Councillor Skamperle said he received a call about the property
located at the corner of Knox Street and Morris Street. Councillor Skamperle said
he did not see the parcel listed on the City website as City-owned property.
Councillor Skamperle explained the resident of the property next to this parcel
asked that the snow fence not be put up this winter. Mayor Ashley said the fence
was erected in the past because people were parking in the area and tearing up the
lawn. Councillor Skamperle asked if the area can be reviewed. City Manager
Sarah Purdy said yes, and added the listing of City-owned properties was removed
from the website to be updated and should be uploaded soon.
Mayor Ashley said there was a need for Executive Session to discuss collective
negotiations pursuant to Article 14 of the Civil Service Law, and Councillor Price
seconded the motion.
The vote to adjourn to Executive Session was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
Upon returning from Executive Session, all members of Council were still present.
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Councillor Price moved a resolution to ratify Labor Contract with CSEA Hourly
Unit for 2020-2024, and Councillor Skamperle seconded to wit:
RESOLUTION TO RATIFY LABOR CONTRACT WITH THE
CSEA HOURLY UNIT FOR 2020-2024
WHEREAS, on September 25, 2019 the City Manager executed the attached
Tentative Labor Agreement for 2020-2024 with the CSEA Hourly Unit, and
WHEREAS, said Tentative Agreement was ratified by membership vote of
the CSEA Hourly Unit on October 9, 2019,
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Ogdensburg City
Council hereby ratifies the terms of said Tentative Agreement and authorizes the
City Manager to execute a new labor contract with the CSEA Hourly Unit for
2020-2024.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
Councillor Stevenson moved a resolution to ratify Labor Contract with the CSEA
Salaried Unit for 2020-2024, and Councillor Skamperle seconded to wit:
RESOLUTION TO RATIFY LABOR CONTRACT WITH THE
CSEA SALARIED UNIT FOR 2020-2024
WHEREAS, on September 30, 2019 the City Manager executed the attached
Tentative Labor Agreement for 2020-2024 with the CSEA Salaried Unit, and
WHEREAS, said Tentative Agreement was ratified by membership vote of
the CSEA Salaried Unit on October 9, 2019,
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Ogdensburg City
Council hereby ratifies the terms of said Tentative Agreement and authorizes the
City Manager to execute a new labor contract with the CSEA Salaried Unit for
2020-2024.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
Mayor Ashley said there was a need for Executive Session to discuss the
employment history of individuals and collective negotiations pursuant to Article
14 of the Civil Service Law, and Councillor Price seconded the motion.
The vote to adjourn to Executive Session was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
On a motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned.

