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Mayor Skelly called the meeting to order and asked the Clerk to call the roll:
PRESENT:

Mayor Skelly, Councillors Dillabough, *Fisher,
Kennedy, Powers, Rishe and Skamperle

ABSENT:

None

*Councillor Fisher participated in the meeting via videoconferencing at 2311
Rochell Avenue, Kissimmee, FL 34736.
PRESENTATION
1.
Ken Gardner, Ogdensburg Volunteer Rescue Squad Chief of
Emergency Services, made a presentation to Council to provide the annual report
for the rescue squad. (A copy of his presentation follows these minutes.)
2.
Andrea Smith, Director of Planning and Development, made a
presentation to Council with an update on the REDI process. (A copy of her
presentation follows these minutes.) Councillor Skamperle said another year of
flooding is predicted for this year, and we can expect damage. Ms. Smith said
some FEMA repairs have been made, but if we have substantial flooding we will
continue to sustain water damage. Councillor Powers asked if high water levels
this summer would slow the repair process. Ms. Smith explained substantial
additional damage could impact the repair process. Ms. Smith added the objective
is to increase the elevation by two feet which is what is needed to withstand future
flooding. Councillor Rishe asked if the designs are being completed now, and Ms.
Smith said yes. Councillor Rishe asked if there was room for input, and Ms. Smith
said there is always room for input, particularly through the State Environmental
Quality Review (SEQR) process. Ms. Smith said the current design is being based
on feedback received from public workshops held in Spring and Summer of 2019.
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Councillor Rishe said he likes the overall plan but noted he also likes what
Brockville did with the larger stones instead of riprap. Councillor Rishe said the
larger stones might increase the cost but asked Ms. Smith to mention it to the
designers. Ms. Smith asked for clarification that Councillor Rishe was referring to
Shoreline B, and Councillor Rishe said yes, primarily. Councillor Skamperle
agreed with Councillor Rishe’s suggestion and proposed the area be redeveloped to
accommodate a jet ski dock. Councillor Rishe asked for the projected increase in
the number of boat slips. Ms. Smith explained the plan is not looking to increase
the number of slips, but the addition of a floating dock may be a possibility. Ms.
Smith said the project will not go to construction until 2021. Councillor Rishe
asked if the planned dredging will be in line with our projects. Ms. Smith said the
dredging project is being undertaken by New York State, and is separate from the
City’s REDI project. However, Ms. Smith added, due to the proximity, the
dredging the several City projects, including the Marina, it will be coordinated to
the greatest extent practical. Councillor Powers asked where we are in comparison
to other communities with these same types of projects. Ms. Smith said we are
doing pretty well and are on track. Ms. Smith said the engineering reports are
about 60% complete even though only 10% is required. Councillor Rishe asked if
Fort la Presentation is doing their project on their own, and Ms. Smith said yes.
PUBLIC HEARING
1.
A public hearing regarding the sale of City-owned property at public
auction was held. No one being present to speak, the hearing was declared closed.
CONSENT AGENDA
Mayor Skelly moved that the claims as enumerated in General Fund Warrant
#04-2020 in the amount of $1,502,789.03 and Library Warrant #04-2020 in the
amount of $364,228.83 and Capital Fund Warrant #04-2020 in the amount of
$16,939.80 and Community Development Fund Warrant #04-2020 in the amount
of $0.00 and Community Renewal Fund Warrant #04-2020 in the amount of $0.00,
as audited, be and the same hereby are ordered paid and Councillor Skamperle
seconded the motion.
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The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
ITEMS FOR COUNCIL ACTION
1.
Councillor Skamperle moved an ordinance to provide for the sale of
City-owned property at public auction, and Councillor Powers seconded to wit:
ORDINANCE #4 OF 2020
AN ORDINANCE TO OFFER CITY-OWNED PROPERTY
FOR SALE AT PUBLIC AUCTION
BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED by the City Council of the City of
Ogdensburg, New York, as follows:
SECTION ONE:
The following property shall be offered for sale at public auction by the City of
Ogdensburg:
TAX MAP #

LOCATION

48.079-1-54

416 Greene
Street

MINIMUM
RESTRICTION(S)
PURCHASE
PRICE
$7,500
Non-conforming lot/MDR
(Includes estimated
Attorney fees and
County filing fees)

SECTION TWO: The City does not guarantee clear property title in the transfer of
property by auction and conveyance will be made by Quit Claim Deed. The City
Council reserves the right to reject any or all bids or to withdraw any parcel from
sale.
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SECTION THREE: This ordinance shall become effective ten days after
publication.
Councillor Powers asked for the extra cost incurred by selling the property by
auction. City Clerk Cathy Jock said the cost of the legal notices is based on the
length of the notice, and she will provide Council with the cost once determined if
Council approves this ordinance. Councillor Kennedy asked how the publication
requirements are determined, and Ms. Jock said publication requirements are
outlined in the Administrative Regulations. Councillor Skamperle questioned if
the additional legal notices would need to be run if the property didn’t sell at public
auction, and Ms. Jock said no.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
2.
Councillor Powers moved a resolution supporting the OgdensburgPrescott Bicycle and Pedestrian Ferry, and Councillor Kennedy seconded to wit:
RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE OGDENSBURG PRESCOTT BICYCLE
AND PEDESTRIAN FERRY SERVICE
WHEREAS, the Ogdensburg City Council is desirous of promoting cross border
economic development initiatives, including the development of the Ogdensburg
Prescott Bicycle and Pedestrian Ferry service; and
WHEREAS, the Ogdensburg City Council is familiar with the Ferry Feasibility
Study funded by the Town of Prescott and completed by consultants CPCS, which
recommends implementing a summer pilot service in 2020; and
WHEREAS, officials from both the Town of Prescott, and the City of Ogdensburg
have participated in discussions with border agencies to understand the minimum
requirements for the ferry vessel as well as requirements of the border patrol agents
themselves; and
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WHEREAS, both U.S. Customs and Border Patrol and Canadian Border Patrol
agencies have agreed to oversee a pilot run of the bicycle pedestrian ferry during
the summer of 2020.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ogdensburg City Council herby
extends our support of this Ferry Service and accepts Prescott’s proposal to
conduct a summer 2020 pilot to test the concept and its feasibility, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be submitted to
Mayor Brett Todd of the Town of Prescott at 360 Dibble St W, Prescott, ON K0E
1T0, Canada.
Councillor Kennedy said our support for the ferry will impact our area and tie
bonds with our neighbors. Councillor Kennedy said this is a unique situation and
opens the doors to other ideas. City Manager Sarah Purdy said if the passenger
fares do not cover the entire cost of the pilot, the balance will need to be paid by
Prescott and the City. Ms. Purdy explained the City has obtained a marketing
grant that would cover the City’s contribution if needed.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
3.
Councillor Kennedy moved a resolution authorizing the City Manager
to enter into an agreement with General Code for codification services for the
Ogdensburg Municipal Code, and Councillor Powers seconded to wit:
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO
ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH GENERAL CODE FOR
CODIFICATION SERVICES FOR THE OGDENSBURG MUNICIPAL CODE
WHEREAS, the Ogdensburg Municipal Code was originally codified in 1990 and
is currently maintained both online and in printed format by City staff; and
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WHEREAS, the City would like to make it easier for constituents and staff to find
information by implementing a fully searchable online version of the Municipal
Code; and
WHEREAS, the City would like to save staff time and keep the Municipal Code
reliable, accurate and up-to-date.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Manager is hereby
authorized to enter into a contract with General Code for codification services for
the Municipal Code; and,
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the funds to pay for this contract will come
from the City of City Clerk Contracted Service account line A1410.518 of the
2020 budget.
Councillor Skamperle expressed concern over the City getting into another
contract particularly when there is uncertainty about the City Manager’s secretary
position. City Manager Sarah Purdy said she does not have a secretary. Ms. Purdy
explained the Municipal Code must be manually updated every time Council
makes a change, noting Council makes many amendments in just one year. Ms.
Purdy said the goal is to make navigation and updates easier. Ms. Purdy explained
City Clerk Cathy Jock and Deputy Clerk Brittany Duarte inherited a lot of duties
from the City Manager’s secretary’s position and added the amendment to the
zoning section will be very difficult to merge into the current version of the
Municipal Code. Ms. Purdy said by contracting with General Code the technical
work is taken off of City staff hands. Ms. Purdy added the contract would also
assist the Code Enforcement Department that is also missing a clerical staff
member. Mayor Skelly asked how much it will cost to enter into the contract.
City Clerk Cathy Jock said the initial setup fee is $4,180, and the annual
maintenance fee is $1,195. Ms. Jock explained the initial version of the Municipal
Code was created in a now outdated version of Microsoft Word.
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Director of Planning and Development Andrea Smith said the General Code
software is designed to accept photos and other images, unlike our present format.
Ms. Smith said the City will save money because she will actually be doing the
City’s images, and we will not need General Code to digitalize everything. Ms.
Purdy said three clerical positions have been lost and to produce the volume of
work required we need to farm out the tech work. Mayor Skelly said he likes the
idea. Councillor Dillabough suggested the contract be put on hold until the new
zoning section of the Municipal Code is finalized. Councillor Skamperle agreed.
Ms. Purdy said if we hold off on the contract to include the new zoning section the
initial codification fee would increase. Ms. Purdy explained we do not want to
rush the zoning section to fit into the General Code proposal. Councillor Rishe
said it is better to understand the cost before approving the contract. Councillor
Powers said the proposal is cheaper than salary and benefits. Mayor Skelly said
there is a lot for City staff to do. Ms. Smith explained if we move forward with
General Code today we will be able to track the changes in the zoning section
when the new section is added. Ms. Smith said this will be beneficial and a better
system than what is in place now to find old zoning regulations. Councillor Rishe
questioned the term of the contract and if the City could cancel at any time. Ms.
Jock said she did not have those details on hand. Councillor Powers asked what
the changes in the zoning section would be. Ms. Smith said the amendment is
designed to remove and replace the entire section. Ms. Smith explained there is
substantial legal review required, and the City currently does not have an attorney.
Mayor Skelly said it is a good idea, and the fee is minimal.
The vote was:
AYES:

Mayor Skelly, Councillors Fisher, Kennedy,
Powers and Skamperle

NAYS:

Councillors Dillabough and Rishe

CARRIED, 5 TO 2
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4.
Councillor Rishe moved a resolution authorizing the City Manager to
execute a letter of intent to subdivide a portion of tax map parcel 48.078-9-1, and
Councillor Skamperle seconded to wit:
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE A
LETTER OF INTENT TO SUBDIVIDE A PORTION OF TAX MAP PARCEL
48.078-9-1
WHEREAS, the City of Ogdensburg is the owner of tax map parcel 48.078-9-1,
also known as the “Mall Parking Lot”; and
WHEREAS, a 25’ x 63’ area, as proposed by Mr. Blevins, would enable the
property owners of 206 Ford Street to provide an ADA compliant rear entrance;
and
WHEREAS, the City of Ogdensburg is aware that the property, tax map parcel
48.078-9-1, is restricted by 1989 Environmental Quality Bond Act (EQBA), and
may be subject to Parkland Alienation by New York State Office of Parks,
Recreation and Historic Preservation; and
WHEREAS, Parkland alienation occurs when a municipality wishes to convey,
sell, or lease municipal parkland or discontinue its use as a park. In order to convey
parkland away, or to use parkland for another purpose, a municipality must receive
prior authorization from the State in the form of legislation enacted by the New
York State Legislature and approved by the Governor.
BE IT RESOLVED by the Ogdensburg City Council that the City of Ogdensburg
will pursue parkland alienation, if necessary, in support of this subdivision request.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Ogdensburg City Council hereby
authorizes the City Manager to execute a letter of intent to subdivide a portion of
tax map parcel 48.078-9-1 with the intent to sell said subdivided parcel to adjacent
property owner, David R. and Lynn Blevins.
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Councillor Rishe said the 1995 map provided is not a good map. Director of
Planning and Development Andrea Smith agreed and explained the property owner
owns the building and the walls are the property lines. Ms. Smith said an easement
was proposed to meet handicapped accessibility requirements, but New York State
denied that request. Councillor Rishe asked if a better map was available. Ms.
Smith explained she has suggested alternate maps to New York State, but this map
is consistently returned as the map of record for the EQBA area. Councillor Rishe
said Senator Ritchie helped the St. Lawrence Federal Credit Union with a similar
issue and suggested someone reach out to her office. Mayor Skelly agreed and
said jobs will be lost if this handicapped accessibility issue cannot be resolved.
Ms. Smith explained the first step is to notify New York State that the City intends
to pursue alienation.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
5.
Councillor Skamperle moved a resolution authorizing the City
Manager to submit a Fiscal Year 2019 Assistance to Firefighters Grant
Application, and Councillor Kennedy seconded to wit:
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO
SUBMIT A FISCAL YEAR 2019 ASSISTANCE TO
FIREFIGHTERS GRANT APPLICATION
WHEREAS, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) have authorized 315,000,000 in grant monies to
eligible fire related agencies across the United States and its’ related territories;
and
WHEREAS, the City of Ogdensburg having fewer than 20,000 residents is eligible
for 95% federal cost share, and 5% non-federal match; and
WHEREAS, the required $19,000 match will be paid for out of account
A3410.240, Specialized Equipment; and
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WHEREAS, the potential for injury, loss of life and property for the citizens of
Ogdensburg would be lessened greatly by the upgrading and addition of equipment
to the Ogdensburg Fire Department.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Ogdensburg City Council supports
the submission of this FY2019 Assistance to Firefighters Grant application seeking
$380,000 to purchase specialized equipment to enhance the safety of the public and
firefighters with respect to fire and fire-related hazards.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ogdensburg City Manager, or her
designee is hereby authorized to submit a FY 2019 Assistance to Firefighters Grant
application, and if received, to enter into any necessary contracts to accept and
administer said grant in a timely manner.
Councillor Skamperle questioned if 2019 was a typographical error. Acting Fire
Chief Donald McCarthy said no and explained this grant is always one year
behind.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
6.
Councillor Skamperle moved a resolution to extend the Airport
Security Agreement with the Ogdensburg Bridge and Port Authority for three
months, and Councillor Powers seconded to wit:
AUTHORIZE EXTENSION OF THE AIRPORT SECURITY AGREEMENT
WITH THE OGDENSBURG BRIDGE AND PORT AUTHORITY
WHEREAS, the current Agreement between the City of Ogdensburg and the
Ogdensburg Bridge and Port Authority for the provision of Airport Security
services by the City of Ogdensburg Police Department expires on February 29,
2020, and
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WHEREAS, the City of Ogdensburg and the Ogdensburg Bridge and Port
Authority desire to continue these services for an additional three months,
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ogdensburg City Council
hereby authorizes the extension of the current Agreement for three additional
months, to expire on May 31, 2020, and be it further
RESOLVED, that all terms of the current Agreement will continue unaltered
during this timeframe, and be it further
RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be given to the Ogdensburg Bridge and
Port Authority.
Councillor Powers asked why it was only a three month extension of the
agreement. City Manager Sarah Purdy said the agreement has been extended by
three month intervals since June 2019. Councillor Kennedy asked for a status on
the payments from Ogdensburg Bridge and Port Authority. Ms. Purdy said OBPA
is $64,050 in arrears. Mayor Skelly said a payment was recently sent to the City.
Councillor Powers asked if the agreement was initially an annual agreement, and
Ms. Purdy said yes. Police Chief Andrew Kennedy explained the agreement was
annual in 2016 and 2017, was then adjusted to six months to be in line with
OBPA’s budget and was then changed to three month intervals. Mayor Skelly said
OBPA is also going through hard financial times, but they are not going anywhere.
Mayor Skelly said he supports helping the airport. Councillor Kennedy agreed
with helping the airport but noted $64,000 is a lot of money to a financially
strapped City. Councillor Kennedy said the City is providing the service, and
prompt payments need to be made. Mayor Skelly said OBPA will pay the City
when they are able to pay. Councillor Kennedy said she would like to see the
money coming in quicker. Mayor Skelly added he has worked for OBPA in the
past, but he is not performing any work now. Councillor Skamperle said he
supports the resolution, and Councillor Kennedy and Mayor Skelly agreed.
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The vote was:
AYES:

Mayor Skelly, Councillors Dillabough, Fisher,
Kennedy, Powers and Skamperle

NAYS:

None

ABSTAIN: Councillor Rishe
CARRIED, 6 TO 0
OLD BUSINESS
1.
Councillor Powers asked for an update on the Brasher municipal
legislation he had previously questioned. City Manager Sarah Purdy said she plans
to bring forward a discussion about zombie properties in the future. Ms. Purdy
explained she believes Council will find a lot of what we are accomplishing is
already in our Municipal Code and encompasses what is being done with our
zombie grant funding. Ms. Purdy asked if April would be okay for a discussion,
and Councillor Powers said yes.
2.
Councillor Skamperle said the discussion needs to begin regarding the
hiring freeze with summer coming soon. City Manager Sarah Purdy said she plans
to provide Council with a matrix showing the consequences of not filling the
summer help positions at the March 9, 2020 Council Meeting. Councillor
Skamperle said the hiring freeze impacts more than just the summer help and asked
for a matrix regarding the police department position as well to show the cost of
overtime as opposed to hiring a police officer. Ms. Purdy asked if a matrix from
the Fire Department would also be helpful, and Councillor Skamperle said yes for
the position of Fire Chief.
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NEW BUSINESS
1.
Councillor Rishe said the Governor’s budget proposes the closing of
correctional facilities and questioned if it is too early to update our contacts and
data regarding our local facilities. Councillor Powers said this year’s budget is
different than in 2010 when the Governor actually named the facilities. Councillor
Powers said it is difficult to activate the task force without knowing if our prisons
will be affected. City Manager Sarah Purdy said there was a County wide task
force that was previously formed in the past and suggested conversations could
begin after April 1st. Councillor Powers said we may not even find out which
facilities will be impacted until June. Councillor Rishe suggested an informal
discussion now just to be prepared.
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
1.
Mayor Skelly suggested the Dobisky Center and marina be leased to a
private entrepreneur. Mayor Skelly explained the City would realize savings on
the heating and electricity costs, water and sewer costs and staffing while also
generating revenue from the lease income. Mayor Skelly said a restaurant at the
Dobisky Center could be a draw for people who could walk the trails to other
locations and would also create new jobs. Mayor Skelly said the savings and
revenue together would put us ahead. Mayor Skelly explained the State leases out
their facilities and requires an upfront investment which in our case could replace
the shrubs and improve the flower beds in front of the Dobisky Center. Mayor
Skelly said a business could make better use of the facility. Councillor Kennedy
questioned if the City would lose REDI funding if the facility was leased. Director
of Planning and Development Andrea Smith said she does not know the long term
ramifications and noted the City would also need to look at the alienation process.
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City Manager Sarah Purdy explained there are a couple of issues to strategize to
not trigger alienation such as continuing to give the public access with a
community room and keeping the slip rental fees similar to what they are now.
Ms. Purdy said the marina revenue for 2020 is $42,500, and the amount paid to the
City would have to be that much or the City doesn’t break even. Ms. Purdy said
we need to start the dialogue first to obtain a list of what we need to do for
alienation. Mayor Skelly said the building is underutilized, but it is a beautiful
property. Mayor Skelly explained we need to factor in all expenses and revenue
and look at the numbers.
2.
Director of Planning and Development Andrea Smith said she is
looking for direction from Council on proceeding with the Consolidated Draft
Zoning Amendment. Councillor Skamperle said he has reviewed it and suggested
the new Council members review it also. Councillor Skamperle said he would like
to get it on the table for suggestions to be made and get it approved. Ms. Smith
explained the required process for the approval of the amendment in detail,
including taking Council suggestions to the Planning Board, starting SEQR which
would include a complete environmental review, 239-m review by the County
Planning Board and legal review. Ms. Smith said once those steps are completed,
the amendment would come back to Council and a public hearing would be held.
Councillor Skamperle asked if the City would be the lead agency for the SEQR,
and Ms. Smith said yes. City Manager Sarah Purdy suggested a workshop be
scheduled for a high level review and invite agencies and citizens in the
community to attend.
3.
City Manager Sarah Purdy said the proposal for City Attorney
services was placed before each Council member for review. Ms. Purdy asked
Council to email questions to her by Wednesday, noting she was trying to schedule
an interview for this week. Mayor Skelly said he is familiar with Attorney Scott
Goldie and asked if there is a fee noted. Ms. Purdy said yes. Mayor Skelly asked
how the rate compares to Andy Silver’s rate, and Ms. Purdy said it would be best
not to discuss it publicly.
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CITIZEN PARTICIPATION
1.
Doug Loffler addressed Council regarding the summer help positions.
Mr. Loffler said he was the Director of Parks and Recreation for eighteen years.
Mr. Loffler said the City needs those kids in the summer, and the positions give
college kids the avenue to earn money during the summer. Mr. Loffler said the
first time the parks are not kept up if summer help is not hired, someone will
complain. Mayor Skelly said the summer help is vital, and it is important that the
kids be taught a good work ethic and perform a good job. Mayor Skelly asked Mr.
Loffler for his thoughts on leasing the Dobisky Center. Mr. Loffler said it is not
the first time this idea was discussed and suggested the City and Council keep
control of the facility. Mayor Skelly said there would be stipulations for
maintenance, and the lessee would be responsible for the renovations. Mr. Loffler
questioned who will bear the expenses of returning the property to a Community
Center when the lessee no longer wishes to operate a restaurant at that location.
On a motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned.
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2019 Annual Report to The Public
In a very critical time in the New York State Emergency Medical Services, The Ogdensburg
Volunteer Rescue squad continues to maintain its commitment to service the communities
we serve. Since 2018 in the State of New York, 40 Emergency Medical Services Departments
have ceased operation, mostly due to inadequate reimbursement rates from Medicare and
Medicaid and lack of volunteers.
CALLS
During the 2019 calendar year, which is our 59th year of service, The Ogdensburg Volunteer
Rescue Squad was requested to responded to a total of 2844 calls for service that include
Medical calls, Stand-by’s, Fire Calls, Transports and special requests for our services from
many different 21 in the Village of Heuvelton, 61 in the Town and Village of Morristown, 21 in
the Town and Village of Waddington, 51 in the Town and Village of Hammond, 10 in the Town
of Depeyster. We also took calls in the Town’s of Macomb, Russell, Hermon, Gouverneur,
Dekalb, Madrid, Massena, Potsdam and Rossie. In addition, we responded to the Village of
Rennselaer Falls and were available to many other agencies for ALS intercepts. OVRS also
made itself available for 145 transfers from hospital to hospital, for critically ill patients,
usually to Syracuse or Burlington VT.
The Ogdensburg Volunteer Rescue Squad treated patients for the following complaints:
Abdominal Pain – 126, Allergic Reactions – 7, Altered Mental Status – 85, Assaults – 15,
Back Pain – 58, Breathing Problems – 225, Burns – 2, Cardiac Arrests – 16, Chest Pains –
178, Choking – 8, Seizures – 99, Diabetic Problems – 39, Falls – 223,
Hemorrhage/Lacerations – 58, Overdose – 34, Pain – 151, Traffic Accidents – 86,
Traumatic Injuries – 47, Stroke/CVA – 38, Unconscious/Fainting – 85 and many other
miscellaneous calls for service. OVRS had an increase in difficulty breathing, Cardiac calls,
diabetic and altered mental status calls. On a great note, the number of falls and overdose
calls dropped significantly. On average, Ogdensburg Volunteer Rescue Squad was enroute to
a call within 2.86 minutes and arrived on scene in less than 4.16 minutes of dispatch in the
13669-zip code. When you include all surrounding areas we service, our on-scene time is an
amazing 5.31 minutes, especially considering many of our travel times are well over 20
minutes.
The Members of OVRS are extremely thankful for all of our First Responders, especially the
City of Ogdensburg and the Village of Heuvelton. They are an intricate part of the EMS Services
that are provided to their local Communities. Our working relationships are outstanding and
enable our Community Members to receive excellent Medical Services.
SERVICE AREA

The Ogdensburg Volunteer Rescue Squad provides emergency ambulance service in a primary
district consisting of the City of Ogdensburg, Town of Oswegatchie, Town of Depeyster, Village
of Heuvelton, the Village and Town of Morristown, the Village and Town of Hammond, the
Village and Town of Waddington, as well as the Towns of Dekalb and Macomb. Mutual Aid and
Advanced Life Support assistance is provided to the ambulance services in Lisbon,
Morristown, Hammond, Waddington, Hermon, Madrid, and Rensselaer Falls as needed. The
Off-Shore Rescue Team responds to water related incidents throughout the county with the
St. Lawrence County Underwater Recovery Team. Our Rescue/Vehicle Extrication Team has
responded to numerous incidents also throughout St. Lawrence County.
MEMBERS AND STAFF
Our current roster includes 44 volunteers. At a time when the majority of Emergency Medical
Services Agencies around New York State continue to drop in volunteer members, the
Ogdensburg Volunteer Rescue Squad continues to maintain our membership and cover our
volunteer crews both day and night. These very dedicated volunteers donated in excess of
22,378 hours to their communities in 2019. At the current average rate for paid providers,
this represents a savings of over $643,104 to the communities we serve in salary and benefits
such as health insurance and pensions. The Volunteers of the Ogdensburg Volunteer Rescue
Squad receive no compensation for their service to their community. There is one (1) with
Forty-Five Years of service, four (4) volunteers with 30 years+ of service, six (6) with over 25
years of service, eight (8) with over 20 years of service, three (3) with 15-19 years of service,
two (2) with 10-14 years of service, nine (10) with 5-9 years of service and 10 with fewer than
five years of service.
The volunteer membership consists of: Six (6) Advanced Critical Care EMT’s, Thirteen (13)
Basic EMT’s and Eighteen (25) Certified Drivers, Eighteen (18) Certified Divers and Eighteen
(18) members of the specialized extrication team. The Ogdensburg Volunteer Rescue Squad
also has a paid staff that consists of one Advanced Life Support provider that is on duty 24
hours and another from 3pm-11pm, seven days a week and one (1) Basic EMT that is on duty
from 7am-7pm, seven days a week. Of this paid staff there is Two (2) Critical Care Paramedics,
four (5) Paramedics, seven (7) Advanced Critical Care EMT’s and four (4) Basic EMT’s. All of
the Volunteer members and paid staff must stay current with the latest technologies and
medications in the field of Emergency Medicine by recertifying with New York State every three
years through either the Continuing Medical Education program or through the New York State
Recertification program. The members and employees of the Ogdensburg Volunteer Rescue
Squad maintain their skills and knowledge through a monthly training program supplemented
by multiple outside training courses. In 2019, New York State has significantly changed the
way they will continue to support the AEMT-CC certification. NYS is dropping the certification
through attrition and will no longer offer original certification or renewal courses for AEMT-CC.
New York State is offering an accelerated AEMT-CC to Paramedic course of which, we have
Four (4) Members in that class and Three (3) others in the Paramedic original course. For
Volunteers this will require at least 20 hours a week in self-study and testing. In 2018, the
Ogdensburg Volunteer Rescue Squad sent members to trainings sponsored by the New York
State Department of Health’s Emergency Medical Services Division in Regional trainings in
Rochester, St. Lawrence, Jefferson County, Mountain Lakes Regional Training, Finger Lakes
Regional training, Lewis County and finally the North Country Emergency Medical Services
Program Agency’s annual “Spring Fling” EMS training in Alexandria Bay. Many different topics
were discussed and many more Continuing Medical Education hours of training were credited.

The Ogdensburg Volunteer Rescue Squad updated its members and employee’s, as they must
every two years for the American Heart Association CPR Guidelines and in 2019 OVRS added
two new American Heart Association Advanced Life Support and three Pediatric Life Support
Instructors.
Many of our members and employees serve as preceptors for EMS students in the SUNY
Canton and various other Paramedic programs. In 2019, OVRS had the opportunity to provide
a preceptor on-site to students from the EMT-B, AEMT, AEMT-CC and Paramedic programs.
OFFICERS
The 2020 Officers of the Ogdensburg Volunteer Rescue Squad are:
President - Michael Paige
Vice President - Bruce Lewis
Treasurer - R. Storm Cilley
Secretary - David Ford
Board Member - William Greene
Board Member - John Porter
Board Member - Matt McDonald
Chief of Emergency Services - Kenneth Gardner
Assistant Chief - David Montroy
Assistant Chief – Tyler Clark
Extrication Coordinator - Matt McDonald
Offshore Rescue Coordinator - John Porter
Training Coordinator – Ann Smith
HIGHLIGHTS
In 2019, the Ogdensburg Volunteer Rescue Squad has continued to ensure our future in our
current facility by repairing roof issues and the entire main portion of the Hackett’s
Department Store and the 18,000 sq./ft. available for lease or purchase to a private company.
The Rescue Squads operations currently occupy the 21,000 sq./ft. of what was originally the
Hackett’s, Rental & small engine repair portion of the old building. The Ogdensburg Volunteer
Rescue Squad continues to strive to be financially responsible and has sold our land on Rt.
812, to the Ogdensburg Bridge and Port Authority. OVRS does continue to train on the land as
well.
In 2019, the Ogdensburg Volunteer Rescue Squad members participated in many community
events such as the Polar Plunge. OVRS worked with the Chamber of Commerce to put on a
fun event that allowed participants and spectators a chance to come have some fun and
laughs for good causes. The members of Ogdensburg Volunteer Rescue Squad were
responsible for cutting the hole in the ice, getting and maintaining the hot tub for the
participants to warm up in and most importantly for the safety of all participants. Members
harness each participant and provide the lifeline so no one gets injured. The day was always
a great success. Unfortunately, in 2020, the event has come to an end.

OVRS Members also participate in community events such as, Chamber of Commerce’s CarB-Q, Seaway Festival, Chamber of Commerce’s “Ogtoberfest”. In 2020, we are excited to work
with The City of Ogdensburg to welcome the Major League Fishing Tournament in July 2020.
OVRS also participates in many Fire Department Events, Parades and Public requests for
services. Our Members also participate in the “Gateway to Careers” days at SUNY Canton, the
CGSW Duathlons during the summer months and Thanks to the sponsorship of Mort Backus
and Sons, we participate in The Ogdensburg Boys and Girls Club Expo to help further our
commitment to health education in the community.
The Ogdensburg Volunteer Rescue Squad’s Members also continue to be an advocate in the
fight against diabetes and heart disease. Every Friday, volunteer Members make themselves
available to the public for blood pressure and heart rate checks. The Members also conduct
Blood Glucose checks. These medical checks are open to any Member of the public at the
OVRS Building.
OVRS volunteers and paid staff continue to make early education a top priority. We participate
with our local school systems to make children aware of what we do as well as participating
“DWI” drills. OVRS works with the Claxton-Hepburn Medical Center staff to promote safe
driving from our new drivers called “Let’s Not Meet By Accident” and with different fire
departments by participating in training drills.

A fundraising endeavor that began in 2012 and continues today with numerous different
giving opportunities available, that include the purchasing of bricks to be placed in the
“Debbie Abel Memorial Gardens” as well as bricks attached to the OVRS Building at the Public
Entrance. Volunteers from the Rescue Squad donate their time to do all of this fundraising
work.

The Ogdensburg Volunteer Rescue Squad named our Community Room after an amazing
man, Mr. Charles “Chuck” Kelly. In the “Charles E. Kelly” Community Room, OVRS has held
many open trainings for the general public as well as municipalities, these include CPR and
First Aid trainings as well as many other Medical Trainings. The Ogdensburg Volunteer Rescue
Squad continues to maintain a staff of Certified Lab Instructors as well as Certified Classroom

Instructors. We also maintain a staff of American Heart Association Instructors who teach
many classes ranging from CPR to Advanced and Pediatric Life support.
The Charles E. Kelly Community Room, has also been used almost every weekend for Bridal
Showers, Baby Showers and Children’s Birthday Parties. This room continues to be available
for usage by the general public. The Community room allows the Ogdensburg Volunteer
Rescue Squad to train extensively to be able to continue supplying the highest possible level
of care to the citizens of the many areas we serve. The New York State Police use the facility
on a constant basis to practice and refine their self-defense tactics making them safer in the
carrying out of their very dangerous day to day responsibilities. The Community room has also
held the AARP Tax return preparations for the past four years. These are held every Thursday
beginning in February and ending the last Thursday before April 15 th. They are done free of
charge and numerous citizens take advantage of this service.
OFFSHORE RESCUE
In 2019, The Ogdensburg Volunteer Rescue Squad Off-Shore Rescue Team responded to 18
emergency calls for service. These calls included Boaters in Distress to Search and Rescue of
individuals throughout St. Lawrence County. The OVRS Dive team is comprised of 18 divers of
different skill levels. Current certifications include Dive Instructor, Dive Master, Rescue Diver,
Basic and Advanced Open Water Diver, Ice Diver, Deep Water Diver and Wreck Diver, Rapid
Recovery Diver and Boat Operators. In 2019, our Dive Team added new members as well and
all members received their certifications as Open Water Divers and continued on and received
their Advanced Diver certifications. We further have other members that received their Rescue
Diver and well as completing a search and rescue course. These Members of this specialized
skilled team, train continuously all year around in local pools to be prepared whenever called
upon.
THE EXTRICATION TEAM
The OVRS Extrication Team responded to 73 calls for service in 2019. A number of those
calls required the use of the “Jaws of Life” to remove a patient. The rescue team operates a
heavy rescue truck that is equipped with AMKUS Ultimate System for extrication of trapped
occupants. This unit carries hydraulic cutters, spreaders and rams. A full set of air bags and
rescue jacks are also carried for lifting and stabilizing. The Ogdensburg Volunteer Rescue
Squad continues to be a leader in the region with its Rescue Truck providing extrication
services in the City of Ogdensburg and mutual aid to surrounding agencies. These specially
trained personnel participated in different training exercises. These trainings teach the latest
techniques in vehicle extrication, which allows us to be able to free a trapped patient quickly
thus allowing the ambulance crew to get them to a medical facility quicker.

In 2019, The Ogdensburg Volunteer Rescue Squad trained on OBPA land on Rt. 812. In 2019,
the Extrication Team was involved in a countywide Mass Causality Drill involving a possible
plane crash and used numerous departments from St. Lawrence County. This event is
designed to stress the resources available in the County and to learn where the weaknesses
are. We also continued to maintain our extrication equipment. This equipment enables OVRS
to extricate people faster who are trapped in vehicles during motor vehicle collisions or any
other situation that may find people trapped in.
EQUIPMENT
In 2019, we had to continue to upgrade our equipment to meet the increased demand for
transports, we purchased a new ambulance and had two of our older ambulances to be
remounted, the costs of these to the Ogdensburg Volunteer Rescue Squad is approximately
$400,000. We sold an older ambulance to the Chenango Ambulance Service. Unfortunately,
in 2018, Phillips ECG Monitors and defibrillators have decided to no longer service their
cardiac monitors beginning in 2020. Therefore, in the near future, OVRS will need to
purchase five (5) new Cardiac Monitors at a cost of $40,000 each or a total of at least
$200,000. The Ogdensburg Volunteer Rescue Squad also has installed a fully modernized
patient care reporting. This will enable us to have better patient record keeping and better
patient information security.

The Ogdensburg Volunteer Rescue Squad currently operates four (4) ambulances equipped
to provide Advanced Life Support, a motor vehicle extrication truck, a four-wheel drive
ALS/Offshore Rescue response vehicle, and a boat used for water related emergencies.
COMMUNITY SUPPORT
The Ogdensburg Volunteer Rescue Squad continues to enjoy tremendous support from the
individuals and organizations within the communities that we serve. The membership thanks
everyone in the community who has supported the Ogdensburg Volunteer Rescue Squad
during the past year by donating to the annual letter drive, making a regular donation, making
a donation in memory of a loved one, or leaving a bequest in their will. This support is very
important to us. The funds that we receive from the contracts with municipalities and through
billing are not enough. Your donations allow us to purchase improved equipment and keep
the Ogdensburg Volunteer Rescue Squad responding to your calls for help.
We would like to thank the Ogdensburg Police Department, the St. Lawrence County Sheriff's
Department, The New York State Police, The Border Patrol, The Ogdensburg, Lisbon,
Morristown, Heuvelton, Rensselaer Falls, Waddington, Hermon, Hammond, Brier Hill, Morley,
and Canton Rescue Squads, First Responder Units, and Fire Departments for their assistance
throughout the year.

The membership appreciates the support of the citizens in City of Ogdensburg, Village of
Heuvelton, Town of Oswegatchie, Town of Depeyster, and County of St. Lawrence during the
past year.
Each and every member of the communities that we serve is important to us. The continued
support of people in the communities that we serve make it possible for the Ogdensburg
Volunteer Rescue Squad to exist, obtain the best quality equipment and training, and provide
you with Ambulance and Rescue Service. THANK YOU!!!
INTERESTED IN JOINING?
The Ogdensburg Volunteer Rescue Squad is the ultimate community service organization. The
rewarding experience of serving your fellow citizens in their time of need is unmatched. The
Ogdensburg Volunteer Rescue Squad is always looking for new members. If you are at least
18 years of age, a licensed driver, of good moral character, and interested in helping others
we are interested in you as a member. We will provide you with the opportunity to serve your
community in a very rewarding way. We will provide you with the opportunity to become
trained in CPR and Pre-hospital Emergency Medical Care. You will also have the opportunity
to take training as a SCUBA diver, EMS Instructor, and other rewarding areas of EMS. If you
are interested please contact the Chief at (315) 393-0837 or stop by the Rescue Squad
Building at 1223 Pickering Street to meet the duty crew, tour the building and vehicles, learn
more about the Ogdensburg Volunteer Rescue Squad, and pick up an application to a very
rewarding experience. More information and applications can also be found on the
Ogdensburg Volunteer Rescue Squads web site at www.ogdensburgrescue.org.
CALL 911
All citizens are reminded that the best way to get emergency medical help is to call 911. 911
provides fast access to well-trained dispatchers, who will get the appropriate EMS units on
the way quickly and will provide emergency medical directions on the phone.

