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NOTE: Due to public health and safety concerns related to COVID-19, this City Council
Meeting was not an in-person meeting for the public. In accordance with the Governor’s
Executive Order 202.1, this meeting was held via videoconferencing using GoToWebinar.com.
The public was notified in advance and provided appropriate information for attending.

Mayor Skelly called the meeting to order and asked the Clerk to call the roll:
PRESENT:

Mayor Skelly, Councillors Dillabough, Fisher,
Kennedy, Powers, Rishe and Skamperle

ABSENT:

None

PRESENTATION
1.
Ogdensburg Public Library Director Penny Kerfien made a
presentation to Council to provide an update on the library. Ms. Kerfien described
the virtual programs being offered at the library because of COVID-19. Ms.
Kerfien said she still does not know when the library will be able to open.
Councillor Kennedy said she has heard great feedback on the arts and crafts
program offered by the library.
Councillor Rishe introduced Interim City Manager Stephen Jellie.
2.
Charles Prior from EDR made a presentation to Council to provide an
update on the Wastewater Treatment Plant Capital Improvement Project. (A copy
of his presentation follows these minutes.) Councillor Skamperle said a long time
ago the State required a huge CSO storage tank and asked if the tank is new or
modified. Mr. Prior said it is a new tank. Mr. Prior explained a larger tank was
needed to comply when Heuvelton is brought online. Councillor Skamperle asked
how many tanks are required, and Mr. Prior said just one.
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Councillor Rishe questioned if there is a collection tank out by the school. Mr.
Prior said there is a metered flow by the school, not a tank. Councillor Rishe asked
what year Heuvelton expects to be online. Mr. Prior said they are in the design
phase so he anticipates the fourth quarter of 2022.
Mayor Skelly expressed concern about Heuvelton only paying $800,000 out of $43
million for the project, and Councillor Rishe agreed. Carrie Tuttle from DANC
said the capital improvements in Ogdensburg were required. Ms. Tuttle explained
the $804,972 from Heuvelton covers the only requirement from their project. Ms.
Tuttle said the City still had to do all of its own improvements, and it was a benefit
to the City that Heuvelton covers part of the City’s requirements. Ms. Tuttle added
having an outside user will also generate revenue. Councillor Skamperle asked if
additional outside users could be brought in, and Ms. Tuttle said yes. Ms. Tuttle
explained the improvements were need because the equipment was many years
beyond end of life and at the point of catastrophic failure, with or without
Heuvelton. Councillor Rishe said Ogdensburg taxpayers are paying for it, and
Heuvelton is benefitting from it. Ms. Tuttle said the City benefits because every
single gallon is offsetting revenue. Councillor Rishe asked how fees would be
lowered, and Ms. Tuttle said that information was previously provided to Council.
Ms. Tuttle noted the amount of revenue is not insignificant. Councillor Rishe said
the maximum amount of funds coming from Heuvelton is a $6 million grant. Ms.
Tuttle said their project is $14.5 million, and they received a 60% grant.
Councillor Rishe said he wishes someone would approach the State for additional
funding because the City has only received 25% total grant funding. Ms. Tuttle
said additional funding was offered through USDA, but the City decided to turn
that funding down. Councillor Rishe said that was done because the Project Labor
Agreement was not acceptable. Councillor Rishe said the State has a bigger role to
play and suggested more State resources be reviewed. Ms. Tuttle said they have
been working on this project for years, and every potential funding source has been
exhausted.
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Councillor Rishe said the Mother Nature Bond Act is going to be on the ballot in
November, and there is a slim possibility our project might qualify. Ms. Tuttle
said she was not yet familiar with that and asked for information to be sent to her.
Councillor Rishe said it is on the Governor’s website under the Clean Air Act. Ms.
Tuttle said that is what the City has already received.
Councillor Rishe thanked the Senators and Assemblymen for helping neighbors
and sharing services and said we need to find more money for this project. Mayor
Skelly and Councillor Skamperle agreed. Councillor Skamperle said the City
turned down a $1 million grant and a $5 million loan at 2-3% interest because we
could not get an answer regarding the PLA, and the project needed to keep
moving. Councillor Skamperle explained the State offered a loan at 1.65% which
was lower, and in the end the City is paying back the same amount of money.
Councillor Skamperle said it was much easier to accept the loan offer and move
forward. Councillor Skamperle said it was an even exchange, and the Governor’s
office came through whole heartedly.
PUBLIC HEARING
1.
A public hearing regarding an ordinance to amend Ogdensburg
Municipal Code Chapter 189 entitled “Streets and Sidewalks” was held. No one
being present to speak, the hearing was declared closed.
2.
A public hearing regarding an ordinance to amend Ogdensburg
Municipal Code Chapter 69 entitled “Alcoholic Beverages” was held. No one
being present to speak, the hearing was declared closed.
3.
A public hearing regarding a Local Law to amend the Ogdensburg
City Charter in regards to a residency requirement for the positions of Chief of
Police and Fire Chief was held. No one being present to speak, the hearing was
declared closed.
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CONSENT AGENDA
Mayor Skelly moved that the claims as enumerated in General Fund Warrant
#12-2020 in the amount of $1,143,183.46 and Library Fund Warrant #12-2020 in
the amount of $24,132.33 and Capital Fund Warrant #12-2020 in the amount of
$68,491.11 and Community Development Fund Warrant #12-2020 in the amount
of $0.00 and Community Renewal Fund Warrant #12-2020 in the amount of
$10,000.00 as audited, be and the same are ordered paid and Councillor Dillabough
seconded the motion.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
ITEMS FOR COUNCIL ACTION
1.
Councillor Skamperle moved an ordinance to amend Ogdensburg
Municipal Code Chapter 189 entitled “Streets and Sidewalks”, and Councillor
Kennedy seconded to wit:
ORDINANCE #6 OF 2020
ORDINANCE TO AMEND OGDENSBURG MUNICIPAL CODE
CHAPTER 189 ENTITLED “STREETS AND SIDEWALKS”
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
OGDENSBURG, NEW YORK, AS FOLLOWS:
ITEM ONE:
That Article I, §189.1 of Chapter 189 the Ogdensburg Municipal Code entitled
“Placement of materials restricted” is amended by adding a new subsection C as
follows:

CITY COUNCIL MEETING
July 13, 2020
Page 212
C. Outdoor Dining. The placement of tables, chairs, umbrellas and other
accessories necessary for outdoor dining is allowed between the owner’s property
line and the street curbing in accordance with the following limitations:
1) Outdoor dining tables and accessories are allowed at restaurants as defined
by the Ogdensburg Zoning Ordinance and that has a permit from the New
York State Department of Health to operate a restaurant.
2) No outside dining tables and accessories shall be set up that block
pedestrian traffic, and a three-foot-wide sidewalk area must remain clear
to permit pedestrian traffic.
ITEM TWO:
This ordinance shall take effect ten (10) days after publication of a notice which
shall give the title and describe same in summary form.
Councillor Skamperle asked if the three foot clearance on the sidewalks was ADA
compliant, and Councillor Rishe said yes. Councillor Powers said he was not
opposed to the ordinance but had concerns about potential liability issues for the
City. Councillor Rishe said there are always liability issues and noted every other
community permits it. Councillor Skamperle said he thinks it is a good idea.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
2.
Councillor Fisher moved an ordinance to amend Ogdensburg
Municipal Code Chapter 69 entitled “Alcoholic Beverages”, and Councillor
Powers seconded to wit:
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ORDINANCE #7 OF 2020
ORDINANCE TO AMEND OGDENSBURG MUNICIPAL CODE
CHAPTER 69 ENTITILED “ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES”
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
OGDENSBURG, NEW YORK, AS FOLLOWS:
ITEM ONE:
That Article I, §69-4 of Chapter 69 the Ogdensburg Municipal Code entitled
“Exceptions” is amended by adding a new subsection C as follows:
C. The provisions of §69-2 shall not apply to Outdoor Dining areas as defined in
Article 1, §189.1 of Chapter 189 of the Ogdensburg Code, as amended.
ITEM TWO:
This ordinance shall take effect ten (10) days after publication of a notice which
shall give the title and describe same in summary form.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
3.
Councillor Skamperle moved a resolution to amend the 2020 budget
A5110.330 to include the receipt of CHIPs allocation in the amount of
$321,967.25, with a 2019 cumulative rollover balance of $13,352.16, NYPAVE
allocation in the amount of $73,492.23, and the Extreme Winter Recovery
allocation in the amount of $49,324.86 for a new grant total of $458,136.50, and
Councillor Kennedy seconded to wit:
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A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE 2020 BUDGET TO
INCLUDE THE RECEIPT OF CHIPS ALLOCATIONS
WHEREAS, the City of Ogdensburg has been awarded a CHIPs allocation
in the amount of $321,967.25, with a 2019 cumulative rollover balance of
$13,352.16, NYPAVE allocation in the amount of $73,492.23, and the Extreme
Winter Recovery allocation in the amount of $49,324.86 and
WHEREAS, these funds are to be used for the rehabilitation and
reconstruction of local highways, and
WHEREAS, $321,000.00 in Capital Construction funding (A5110.330) was
included in the 2020 budget, and
WHEREAS, $137,136.50 was not included in the 2020 budget, and
WHEREAS, these funds are subject to a reduction of up to 20 percent.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Comptroller is
authorized to amend the 2020 budget to include the receipt of $137,136.50 into
Consolidated Highway Aid revenue account A3501 and Street Maintenance
Capital Construction expense account A5110.330.
Director of Public Works Shane Brown said there could be a 20% reduction in
funding due to COVID-19. Mr. Brown explained it is about the same amount of
funding as last year. Councillor Skamperle asked if Mr. Brown anticipates a
rollover for next year, and Mr. Brown said yes. Councillor Skamperle questioned
if there was enough manpower to complete all of the work, and Mr. Brown said he
has a great crew that will get the work done. Councillor Rishe asked if the budget
is typically amended by resolution, and City Comptroller Timothy Johnson said
yes.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
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4.
Councillor Skamperle moved a resolution calling for public
notice and public hearing regarding the proposed dissolution of a portion of Paper
Hayward Street measuring approximately 60’ x 213’ off of Hayward Street, just
west of John Street, and Councillor Kennedy seconded to wit:
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL TO PROVIDE FOR
PUBLIC NOTICE AND PUBLIC HEARING
WHEREAS, New York State General City Law – Section 29: Official Map,
Changes states that “Before making such addition or change the matter shall be
referred to the planning board for report thereon”, and
WHEREAS, the Planning Board reviewed this request on Tuesday, July 7, 2020
having submitted a report recommending approval of the proposed dissolution.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council shall hold a public
hearing seeking public comment on the proposed dissolution of a portion of
portion of Paper Hayward Street measuring approximately 60’ x 213’ off of
Hayward Street, just west of John Street, to be held in the City Council Chambers
at City Hall, Ogdensburg, New York, on the 10th day of August, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.;
and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Clerk give notice of such public
hearings by publication in the newspaper so designated by the City Council of the
City of Ogdensburg for legal and public notices at least seven (7) days before the
hearing dates setting forth the time and place.
Councillor Skamperle asked if there is a party interested in purchasing the paper
street. Director of Planning and Development Andrea Smith said yes and
explained the process. Ms. Smith said there are no easements or infrastructure on
the paper street, and the dissolution would not land lock any parcel. Ms. Smith
said the plan could be beneficial to the neighborhood. Ms. Smith said the Planning
Board recommends the dissolution.
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Councillor Rishe asked if the resolution calls for a public hearing to sell the paper
street. Ms. Smith explained the resolution calls for a public hearing on the
dissolution of the paper street which would be held in August. Ms. Smith said a
resolution will be presented at that meeting to dissolve the paper street. Ms. Smith
said a subsequent resolution would then call for a public hearing to offer the paper
street for sale at public auction. Councillor Rishe asked how the value of the paper
street will be determined. Ms. Smith said typically the City Assessor gives a
recommendation to Council for approval. Councillor Fisher said the City should
offer more paper streets for sale. Ms. Smith said the City typically does not try to
sell paper streets until there is an interested party because there are costs involved.
Councillor Fisher asked if we offer paper streets to neighbors. Ms. Smith said that
has not been done in the past. Ms. Smith said a significant mailing would be
required to contact all neighbors of paper streets that could be offered for sale.
Councillor Fisher suggested picking a few to see if there is interest, noting most
people think they cannot buy a paper street. Councillor Fisher asked how many
paper streets have been sold in the past. Ms. Smith said she believes one or two
and noted some paper streets cannot be sold because it would create land locked
parcels or they have infrastructure present. Councillor Fisher asked if we could
look at offering some of the paper streets for sale, and Ms. Smith said yes.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
5.
Councillor Powers moved a resolution calling for public notice and
public hearing regarding the proposed dissolution of a portion of Paper Curtis
Street measuring approximately 60’ x 120’ off of William Street, and Councillor
Fisher seconded to wit:
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL TO PROVIDE FOR
PUBLIC NOTICE AND PUBLIC HEARING
WHEREAS, New York State General City Law – Section 29: Official Map,
Changes states that “Before making such addition or change the matter shall be
referred to the planning board for report thereon”, and
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WHEREAS, the Planning Board reviewed this request on Tuesday, July 7, 2020
having submitted a report recommending approval of the proposed dissolution.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council shall hold a public
hearing seeking public comment on the proposed dissolution of a portion of Paper
Curtis Street measuring approximately 60’ x 120’ off of William Street, to be held
in the City Council Chambers at City Hall, Ogdensburg, New York, on the 10th day
of August, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Clerk give notice of such public
hearings by publication in the newspaper so designated by the City Council of the
City of Ogdensburg for legal and public notices at least seven (7) days before the
hearing dates setting forth the time and place.
Councillor Powers asked if the portion behind the paper street extends to Curtis
Street. Director of Planning and Development Andrea Smith explained the
requested amount of the paper street is 60’ x 120’ because dissolving any more of
the paper street would create land locked parcels. Councillor Rishe asked if the
City would incur legal fees or survey fees. Ms. Smith explained the buyer would
pay those costs.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
6.
Councillor Fisher moved a resolution to authorize the expenditure of
funds for the appointment of the Interim City Manager, and Mayor Skelly
seconded to wit:
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS FOR THE
APPOINTMENT OF THE INTERIM CITY MANAGER
WHEREAS, the Ogdensburg City Council by resolution dated May 6, 2020
directed the City Manager to implement cost reductions in the 2020 budget; and
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WHEREAS, one of the cost reduction measures was to leave the City Manager
position vacant until the end of the 2020 fiscal year; and
WHEREAS, the Ogdensburg City Council appointed an Interim City Manager on
Tuesday, July 7, 2020; and
WHEREAS, the funds to support the salary for the position will be reinstated to
budget line AA.1230.110 in the amount of $38,100 to support the appointment
through December 31, 2020.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ogdensburg City Council
hereby authorizes the appropriation of the funds in the amount of $38,100 to
AA.1230.110 for the salary of the Interim City Manager.
Councillor Skamperle asked if the agreement includes healthcare.
City
Comptroller Timothy Johnson said no and explained the resolution is to restore the
funding removed by the May 6, 2020 resolution. Councillor Kennedy asked what
work schedule the City Manager was planning to keep. Interim City Manager
Stephen Jellie explained he intends to work at least three to four days per week in
the office but would be available everyday by phone and email. Mr. Jellie said 2530 hours a week is what was discussed with him by members of Council.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
7.
Councillor Kennedy moved a resolution authorizing the Interim City
Manager to enter into an agreement with O’Brien & Gere Engineers, Inc. (a
RAMBOLL company) for engineering services associated with REDI projects:
SJ.01, SJ.158, SJ.239 and SJ.163, and Councillor Skamperle seconded to wit:
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RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE INTERIM CITY MANAGER
TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH
O’BRIEN & GERE ENGINEERS, INC. (A RAMBOLL COMPANY) FOR
ENGINEERING SERVICES ASSOCIATED WITH REDI PROJECTS: SJ.01,
SJ.158, SJ.239 and SJ.163
WHEREAS, the City of Ogdensburg has been awarded a total of $8,316,973 in
New York State Resiliency and Economic Development Initiative (REDI) grant
funding; and
WHEREAS, on November 25, 2019 the Ogdensburg City Council approved the
issuance of a Bond Ordinance in the amount of $415,849 to cover the City’s 5%
local matching funds; and
WHEREAS, in lieu of soliciting bids independently, the City elected to “opt-in” to
the State’s engineering proposal to use O’Brien & Gere Engineers, Inc. (a
RAMBOLL Company) to perform the required engineering and design for our
REDI projects; and
WHEREAS, the City’s 10% Engineering reports have been submitted and accepted
by New York State oversight agencies in accordance with REDI protocol; and
WHEREAS, O’Brien & Gere Engineers, Inc. of Syracuse, NY and has proven their
capacity and ability to perform the work to the City’s satisfaction;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Interim City Manager or his
designee is authorized to enter into a contract with O’Brien & Gere Engineers,
Inc., for a sum not to exceed $1,231,900.00, for engineering and design associated
with the designated project, on behalf of the City.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that expenses for this project will be charged to
account HH876001.518 and offset by REDI grant revenue.
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Councillor Rishe said he was interested in having a work session on the project.
Councillor Rishe explained it is a big project with significant repairs and requested
a presentation from the engineers to explain it all. Councillor Skamperle said the
engineers have made several presentations. Councillor Kennedy clarified that the
most recent presentation was made to Councillors Skamperle and Kennedy and
Mayor Skelly and described the discussions from that presentation. Councillor
Rishe questioned if public input was desired, and Councillor Skamperle said public
input has been requested on numerous occasions. Councillor Rishe said if the
engineer was paid half a million dollars they should be here. Councillor Rishe said
we should showcase the project and make sure everyone is comfortable with it.
Interim City Manager Stephen Jellie said the contract needs to be signed to get to
the next stage to invite Council and the public for input. Mr. Jellie explained there
will be some room for input, but the bulk of the largely protected infrastructure is
already there. Mr. Jellie said he plans to talk with Government representatives to
get some assurances that the funding is not in jeopardy before the contract is
signed. Councillor Skamperle said there is a very specific timeline and if we do
not follow it, the project will not move forward. Councillor Rishe suggested a
work session to discuss this project as well as the Wastewater Treatment Capital
Improvement Project to educate people, and Councillor Kennedy agreed.
Councillor Kennedy and Councillor Skamperle reviewed some the ideas for the
waterfront that were previously discussed. Councillor Powers asked when the
project began, and Director of Planning and Development Andrea Smith said in
June of 2019. Councillor Rishe asked if some of the costs can be offset with inkind services. Ms. Smith explained initially that was not permitted, but now is
approved.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
8.
Councillor Powers moved a resolution authorizing the Interim City
Manager to enter into a contract with Lupini Construction, Inc. for a sum not to
exceed $275,573.00, for the Lafayette/Spring Street Rehabilitation project, and
Councillor Kennedy seconded to wit:
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RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE INTERIM CITY MANAGER
TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH
LUPINI CONSTRUCTION INC. FOR THE LAFAYETTE/SPRING STREET
REHABILITATION PROJECT.
WHEREAS, the City of Ogdensburg Departments of Public Works,
Planning & Development, Recreation, and Engineering have long identified the
Lafayette/Spring Street Bridge as in need of rehabilitation and an area of concern;
and
WHEREAS, New York State Department of Transportation has provided the
City, Capital Project(s) funding through the Multi-Modal #4 Program to address
repair and maintenance needs of the structure up to $375,000.00; and
WHEREAS, The NYS DOT Multi-Modal #4 Program is a 100%
reimbursement program where no local match is required; and
WHEREAS, bids have been solicited and received for the Lafayette/Spring
Street Bridge Rehabilitation Project; and
WHEREAS, the Project Engineer has evaluated the bid, and recommend the
contract be awarded to the low bidder;
WHEREAS, the low bidder is Lupini Construction, Inc. of Utica, NY and
have proven their capacity and ability to perform the work to the City’s
satisfaction;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Stephen Jellie, Interim City
Manager, is authorized to enter into the following contract, for a sum not to exceed
$275,573.00, for the designated project, on behalf of the City;
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CONTRACTOR
Lupini Construction Inc.
6081 Trenton Road
Utica, NY 13502

BID AMOUNT
$275,573.00 *

* Includes: Base Bid plus Alternate 2, Alternate 3 and Alternate 4
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that expenses for this project will be
charged to account HH5120.518 Contracted Service and offset by HH3597—5120
NYS DOT Grant Revenue.
Director of Planning and Development Andrea Smith explained the project was put
to bid twice, and only one bid was received. Ms. Smith said Lupini Construction
has done work on the bridge in the past. Ms. Smith explained the grant awarded to
the City covers 100% of the work to be done but unfortunately will not cover all of
the repair work that needs to be done to the bridge. Ms. Smith said the grant was
obtained through the help of former Assemblywoman Addie Jenne. Councillor
Rishe asked if the total cost is $1.3 million, and Ms. Smith said yes. Councillor
Rishe asked if the grant will address the most serious issues. Ms. Smith said it will
address the falling concrete issue, but the City does not have the financial ability to
address the two big ticket items that need attention. Councillor Rishe said we may
be able to get more assistance with the level of need that we have. Ms. Smith said
it is the only municipally owned bridge in the City, adding there are two State
owned bridges that span the Oswegatchie River. Ms. Smith explained the flags for
the problems do not impact the load capacity so the bridge typically does not score
well right now with Federal funding or State programs like Bridge NY, which the
City did apply for in 2017. Councillor Fisher asked if the bridge would be eligible
for historical grants. Ms. Smith said it may be eligible, but it is not currently listed
as a historical bridge. Councillor Fisher asked if we can apply for more grants, and
Ms. Smith said absolutely. Councillor Fisher described how Massena hired
someone to specifically write grants, and the amount of funding received covered
the cost of that individual’s salary.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
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OLD BUSINESS
1.
Councillor Kennedy said Recreation Director Matthew Curatolo had
discussed offering jet ski docking at the marina back in January or February where
extra space exists near larger boats. Councillor Kennedy asked for support to pass
a resolution to offer the docking and generate revenue to help offset some costs.
Councillor Kennedy suggested $150 per jet ski slip for the remainder of this
season. Director of Public Works Shane Brown said there were about 10 to 12
slips available. Councillor Fisher asked how many jet skis would be on a slip, and
Mr. Brown said one. Councillor Fisher asked if people who already have a boat
slip would be charged for a jet ski slip, and Councillor Kennedy said yes.
Councillor Kennedy said the slips should be available on a first come, first serve
basis, and she anticipates the slips would be filled immediately. Councillor Rishe
asked if there is a fee right now for jet ski slips, and Councillor Kennedy explained
jet skis are not permitted in the marina. Councillor Rishe asked if there was a
demand for those slips, and Councillor Dillabough said absolutely. Councillor
Kennedy said a public hearing would need to be held to make the option available
permanently, but she was hoping to act immediately to make it available for the
rest of this season.
Councillor Rishe made a motion to establish a temporary rate of $150 for docking
a jet ski in the municipal marina for the remainder of this season, and Councillor
Dillabough seconded the motion. Councillor Kennedy disclosed that she owns a
jet ski and planned to abstain from voting.
The vote was:
AYES:

Mayor Skelly, Councillors Dillabough,
Fisher, Powers, Rishe and Skamperle

NAYS:

None

ABSTAIN:

Councillor Kennedy

CARRIED, 6 TO 0
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2.
Councillor Fisher asked if the auction for 520 Barre Street was held.
Director of Planning and Development Andrea Smith said the auction was held,
but no one came to the auction or bid. Ms. Smith explained the interested party
wanted to pay on the day that he inquired about the property, but six weeks later he
did not show up at the auction. Councillor Rishe said the same was true about the
synagogue. Councillor Rishe suggested if no bids are received, the minimum price
should be cut in half. Councillor Fisher asked if the assessed value was lowered on
the synagogue property to save money since the City is required to keep the
County whole. Councillor Skamperle said he believes the Assessor was going to
look into that matter. Councillor Fisher said if the City is willing to sell the
property for less than the assessed value then it clearly isn’t worth as much, and we
shouldn’t be making the County whole on the higher assessed value.
NEW BUSINESS
1.
Councillor Powers said the seaweed inside the marina is
overwhelming and needs to be addressed. Councillor Fisher said there is an
individual in Black Lake that has the equipment needed to remove it. Councillor
Fisher asked if the REDI funding will help this issue in the future. Director of
Planning and Development Andrea Smith said it will help by improving the flow
through an improved culvert.
2.
Councillor Rishe said he has heard several complaints about fireworks
in the City. Lieutenant Robert Wescott said the use of fireworks is a violation not
a misdemeanor. Lieutenant Wescott explained an officer has to observe it or
someone must sign a complaint before the police can address the issue.
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
1.
Director of Planning and Development Andrea Smith provided
Council with documentation regarding the NOAA Gauge House Reconstruction
Proposal. (A copy of the material follows these minutes.)

CITY COUNCIL MEETING
July 13, 2020
Page 225
Ms. Smith explained NOAA and the Army Corps of Engineers secured funding to
do some work to the structure. Ms. Smith said a permanent easement will be
required, and there is no cost to the City. Councillor Skamperle asked what the
structure was used for. Ms. Smith explained it is used to track water levels and
weather. Councillor Rishe said it is a prime piece of waterfront and asked what
other communities receive for similar easements. Ms. Smith said she could inquire
but noted the piece of property has been federally restricted since 1982. Councillor
Powers asked what impact their project would have on the REDI project. Ms.
Smith said the timing is perfect, and NOAA can incorporate their project into our
REDI project as well as the increase in the grade. Mayor Skelly said he would like
a nicer appearance on the outside of the building. Ms. Smith said the exterior will
be brick with a metal roof. Councillor Skamperle asked if their plan meets the
standards for buildings on the waterfront which has been discussed in the past.
Ms. Smith said the proposal is an 8’x8’ structure, and there may be an opportunity
to give feedback regarding the finishes and colors. Councillor Skamperle
recommended natural colors and a Great Lakes theme. Mayor Skelly said a stone
look with natural colors would look nice too.
CITIZEN PARTICIPATION
1.
Doug Loffler said the audio for the meeting was terrible again and
asked that the Mayor and Council instruct the City Manager to have a plan in place
for public attendance at the next meeting.
On a motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned.

NOAA Gauge House - Ogdensburg

1. PURPOSE: To discuss city preferences for the siting of the construction work zones for the
NOAA Gauge House replacement project as well as provide general project updates and
continue coordination.
2. DISCUSSION
2.1 Design Updates (USACE)
2.1.1 3” Lip of concrete foundation – as compared to future surrounding land conditions
2.1.2 The new gauge house follows a newer design that calls for a larger building
footprint – 10’4”x10’4” as compared to the existing 5’x5’
2.1.2.1 What are the City’s preferences for the surrounding land area around the future
gauge house – we can pour concrete slabs to mimic the current conditions.
Depending on the shoreline improvement schedule, this could change.
2.1.2.2 Right now we are planning on keeping the northernmost corner of the structure
footprint in the same place, in order to keep the same size of walkway along
the seawall, and extending the excess structure footprint in the grass areas to
the south. See Picture below (section 4.6)
2.2 Building Orientation: We are looking at two options for building orientations. See Below
and discuss city preferences. (There are benefits and drawbacks to each location from
NOAAs point of view)
Door on NE side of building:
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Door on SW side of Building:
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2.3 Construction Storage Area
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Existing Structure footprint
Replacement Structure footprint
Storage Area, ~2,700 sq. ft.
Construction Access
Work Area

2.4 Burying Power
2.4.1 There are currently low power and telephone lines entering the building above
ground. We see the projects going on in the area as a good opportunity to bury
some of these lines. What would it look like to try and coordinate this with the city?
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Above image is rough estimate of easement area being requested, but it will later
include an area for an intake pipe
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