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Mayor Skelly called the meeting to order and asked the Clerk to call the roll:
PRESENT:

Mayor Skelly, Councillors Dillabough, Fisher,
Kennedy, Powers, Rishe and Skamperle

ABSENT:

None

PROCLAMATION
1.
Mayor Skelly read a proclamation recognizing September 17 – 23 as
National Constitution Week. Marlene Watson accepted the signed proclamation
on behalf of the Daughters of the American Revolution. (A copy of the
proclamation follows these minutes.)
PUBLIC HEARING
1.
A public hearing regarding an ordinance to offer City-owned property
for sale at public auction (a portion of Paper Hayward Street) was held. Myriam
Beniamin thanked Councillor Rishe for visiting the area to view her property. Dr.
Beniamin also thanked Interim City Manager Stephen Jellie for his email assuring
her that she will maintain 75’ frontage. Dr. Beniamin said part of her frontage will
be sold at auction, and she will have to cross someone else’s lot to get to that part
of her lot which may be a problem. Dr. Beniamin explained running water to her
second lot may also be a problem and asked for an easement. Dr. Beniamin
suggested in the alternative of an easement that the sale be postponed until the
Department of Public Works can find a solution to installing water.
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PERSONAL APPEARANCE
1.
Doug Loffler said the appointment of Police Chief Robert Wescott
was a great decision. Mr. Loffler said there is an individual at the Fire Department
who is certified to be the interim Fire Chief, and he hoped that position will be
filled quicker than the Police Chief position. Mr. Loffler said the hiding of fire
trucks and issues with blue lights need to end and recommended the qualified
individual at the Fire Department be allowed to run the department and work with
the City Manager.
Scott McRoberts presented City Clerk Cathy Jock with a petition. Mr. Loffler
explained the petition contained 386 signatures and explained it was being filed to
request a referendum for Local Law #2 of 2020 regarding changing the duties of
the City Manager. Mr. Loffler said not much effort was needed to secure the
signatures and noted many people who previously supported the four new
members of Council signed the petition. Mr. Loffler provided Council with
examples of comments from petition signers. Mr. Loffler said Mayor Skelly said
at the last Council meeting that would love a referendum. Mr. Loffler said the
Mayor should show leadership and give tax payers the opportunity to vote. Mr.
Loffler explained that after listening to taxpayers he can summarize the
administration at this time by saying you have insecurity and trust issues, you
make a lot of assumptions, you lack of communication and you do not operate on
principals. Mr. Loffler ended by reciting a quote he read in a coach’s basketball
magazine that day which read “sometimes our thoughts and agendas are backed by
so much insecurity and excuses for everything that they create lies we believe in”.
2.
David Price addressed Council on various subjects and read a
prepared statement. (A copy of his statement follows these minutes.)
3.
Valerie Sovie addressed Council on various subjects and read a
prepared statement. (A copy of her statement follows these minutes.)
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CORRESPONDENCE
1.
City Clerk Cathy Jock read a letter from Barbara O’Keefe, President
of Fort La Presentation Association, regarding a temporary easement request. (A
copy of the letter follows these minutes.)
CONSENT AGENDA
Mayor Skelly moved that the claims as enumerated in General Fund Warrant
#14-2020 in the amount of $2,171,193.02 and Library Fund Warrant #14-2020 in
the amount of $78,194.18 and Capital Fund Warrant #14-2020 in the amount of
$79,724.00 and Community Development Fund Warrant #14-2020 in the amount
of $69.17 and Community Renewal Fund Warrant #14-2020 in the amount of
$0.00 as audited, be and the same are ordered paid and Councillor Skamperle
seconded the motion.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
ITEMS FOR COUNCIL ACTION
1.
Councillor Rishe moved an ordinance to offer City-owned property
for sale at public auction (a portion of Paper Hayward Street), and Mayor Skelly
seconded to wit:
ORDINANCE #11 OF 2020
AN ORDINANCE TO OFFER CITY-OWNED PROPERTY FOR SALE AT
PUBLIC AUCTION
BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED by the City Council of the City of
Ogdensburg, New York, as follows:

CITY COUNCIL MEETING
September 14, 2020
Page 279
SECTION ONE:
The following property shall be offered for sale at public auction by the City of
Ogdensburg:
TAX MAP #

LOCATION

TBD

Former paper
Hayward Street

MINIMUM
PURCHASE PRICE
$1,500.00 (includes
Attorney fee,
survey fee and
filing fees)

RESTRICTIONS
Nonconforming
parcel, Single-Family
Residential zoning
district

SECTION TWO: The City does not guarantee clear property title in the transfer of
property by auction and conveyance will be made by Quit Claim Deed. The City
Council reserves the right to reject any or all bids or to withdraw any parcel from
sale.
SECTION THREE: This ordinance shall become effective ten days after
publication.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
2.
Councillor Rishe moved a resolution authorizing the Interim City
Manager to sign a temporary site access and use agreement with Fort La
Presentation Association, and Councillor Kennedy seconded to wit:
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING INTERIM CITY MANAGER TO SIGN
TEMPORARY SITE ACCESS AND USE AGREEMENT
WHEREAS, the City of Ogdensburg has received a temporary site access and use
agreement for use of city-owned property located on Jackson Street, Ogdensburg,
New York, 13669, designated as Tax Parcel 48.078-1-35 in the property tax
records; and
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WHEREAS, Fort La Presentation Association proposes to temporarily allow for
construction vehicle access and contractor staging for installation of shoreline
improvements on a portion of City-owned property adjacent to the Fort’s property,
TMN 48.078-1-34.11.
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ogdensburg
Interim City Manager, or his designee, is authorized to sign said Site Access and
use Agreement, authorizing the Fort La Presentation Association to utilize a
portion of City-owned tax parcel 48.078-1-35 until October 31, 2021, or upon
written notice by the Association of completion of the shoreline improvement
project, whichever shall first occur.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
3.
Councillor Rishe moved a resolution introducing an ordinance and
providing for public notice and public hearing with regard to the sale of the
following City-owned properties to Ogdensburg Land Bank Corporation: TMN
48.072-7-40; TMN 48.079-3-16.1; TMN 59.029-1-19.1; TMN 48.064-8-9.1; TMN
59.030-6-34; TMN 48.079-1-54; TMN 48.078-8-16.1; TMN 48.072-2-47; TMN
59.029-1-27; TMN 59.030-5-28; and TMN 59.022-15-20, and Councillor Kennedy
seconded to wit:
RESOLUTION OF CITY COUNCIL INTRODUCING AN ORDINANCE
AND PROVIDING FOR PUBLIC NOTICE
AND PUBLIC HEARING
BE IT RESOLVED, that Ordinance No. __ of 2020 entitled "An Ordinance to
Approve the Sale of City-Owned Properties" be and it hereby is introduced before
the City Council of the City of Ogdensburg, New York, and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Council shall hold a public hearing
in the matter of the adoption of the aforesaid ordinance to be held at the Council
Chambers in the City of Ogdensburg, New York, on the 28th day of September,
2020, at 7:00 p.m., and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk give notice of such public
hearing by publication in the official newspaper at least seven (7) days before the
hearing date of a notice setting forth the time and place and describing the
proposed ordinance in summary form.
Interim City Manager Stephen Jellie described the Land Bank and said there will
be a presentation at the next Council meeting to discuss the philosophy of the
program. Councillor Kennedy said the Land Bank has done a fantastic job with all
of the properties they have already obtained. Councillor Kennedy described a
home in her neighborhood that had fallen into disrepair and was demolished by the
Land Bank. Councillor Kennedy said someone will do something nice with the
vacant lot. Councillor Kennedy questioned if the Greene Street property listed was
the same property that was voted down by Council for a direct sale. Director of
Planning and Development Andrea Smith said yes and explained a purchase offer
was made on that property, but there were no bids at the public auction. Councillor
Skamperle asked if both rehabilitation and demolition were options available to the
Land Bank, and Ms. Smith said yes. Councillor Kennedy asked which parcels
would be demolished or rehabilitated.
Ms. Smith explained 520 Barre Street, 427 Morris Street and 902 Ogden Street are
priorities for new construction. Ms. Smith explained the Land Bank has already
had discussions with BOCES regarding the proposal. Ms. Smith said the house at
1505 Ford Street was previously demolished by the City, and the Land Bank is
interested in obtaining the parcel to possibly be sold as a side lot in the future. Ms.
Smith said1025 New York Avenue is adjacent to a zombie property, on Cherry
Street, that the City may acquire in the future. Ms. Smith said 416 Greene Street is
the old synagogue and is targeted as a rehab property. Councillor Rishe said he
would prefer all properties be rehabilitated.
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Ms. Smith said 411 Main Street, 327 Madison Avenue, 918 Mansion Avenue and
517 Rensselaer Avenue are all likely targeted for demolition. Ms. Smith explained
332 Park Street will hopefully be suitable for rehabilitation, but the Land Bank has
not yet been able to view the inside of that property.
Councillor Rishe asked if the parcels would be tax exempt once transferred to the
Land Bank, and Ms. Smith said yes, Land Banks are wholly exempt entities. Ms.
Smith said she will provide Council with a chart showing the over $100,000
delinquent tax debt from the parcels. Ms. Smith said the debt is reimbursable by
the New York State Financial Restructuring Board. Councillor Kennedy asked if
the City is currently making the school whole on the school taxes for these parcels,
and Ms. Smith said yes on properties owned for more than three years. Councillor
Powers asked for a recap of the funding received for the Land Bank. Ms. Smith
said the Land Bank initially received $600,000 in 2019 which is being spent down
now. Ms. Smith explained ten demolitions and two rehabilitations were done with
that funding. Ms. Smith said an additional $530,000 has been received and will be
used for these properties. Councillor Rishe asked if the Land Bank is a separate
entity from the City, and Ms. Smith said yes. Ms. Smith explained only a tax
foreclosing governmental unit (FGU) can form a Land Bank. Councillor Kennedy
asked if all members of the Land Bank are volunteers. Ms. Smith said yes and
added the members of the Land Bank are appointed by Council. Councillor Fisher
said the proposed list of properties is spot on and suggested anyone who hasn’t
driven by the properties to do so. Councillor Fisher said some parcels may be
candidates for rehab, but the others need to be demolished.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
4.
Councillor Skamperle moved a resolution directing payment to St.
Lawrence County Real Property for assistance with preparation of the 2020 Final
Assessment Roll, and Councillor Powers seconded to wit:
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RESOLUTION DIRECTING PAYMENT FOR ASSISTANCE WITH
PREPARATION OF THE 2020 FINAL ASSESSMENT ROLL
WHEREAS, the City of Ogdensburg Assessment Department required
assistance with the preparation of the 2020 Final Assessment Roll, and
WHEREAS, the St. Lawrence County Real Property Office recognized the
City’s need and offered the assistance of their team, and
WHEREAS, the City Council hereby extends its gratitude for the
outstanding support provided by the St. Lawrence County Real Property Office,
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ogdensburg City
Council hereby directs payment to St. Lawrence County Real Property Office
totaling $8,507.10, representing payment in full for their services and assistance,
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the funds for this expenditure shall
come from the Contracted Service line (A1355.518) in the Assessment budget.
Councillor Kennedy asked if the City Assessor would have performed the duties
the County provided. Interim City Manager Stephen Jellie said the County
completed about three months of work in ten days and noted the Director of Real
Property being our former City Assessor helped tremendously. Mr. Jellie said the
County has agreed to provide their assistance through the end of the year for
approximately $4,500, and the City currently has a part-time assessor working one
day per week for now.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
5.
Councillor Rishe moved a resolution introducing an ordinance and
providing for public notice and public hearing with regard to offering City-owned
property for sale at Public Auction, and Councillor Kennedy seconded to wit:
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RESOLUTION OF CITY COUNCIL INTRODUCING AN ORDINANCE AND
PROVIDING FOR PUBLIC NOTICE AND PUBLIC HEARING
BE IT RESOLVED that Ordinance No. ___ of 2020, entitled “An Ordinance to
Offer City-Owned Property for Sale at Public Auction”, be and it hereby is
introduced before the City Council of the City of Ogdensburg, New York, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Council shall hold a public hearing
in the matter of the adoption of the aforesaid ordinance to be held virtually at the
Council Chambers in the City of Ogdensburg, New York, on the 28th day of
September, 2020 at 7:00 p.m., and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Clerk give notice of such virtual
public hearing by publication in the newspaper at least seven (7) days before the
hearing date of a notice setting forth the time and virtual place and describing the
proposed ordinance in summary form.
Councillor Fisher said this was the old North Country Auto Parts building and
asked if there are any contamination issues. Interim City Manager Stephen said
there is no known contamination. Mr. Jellie said an individual requested to
purchase the property but since the City just recently obtained the property, he felt
it was best conduct a public auction.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
OLD BUSINESS
1.
Interim City Manager Stephen Jellie said he would hold off on
discussions regarding subsequent Charter and Administrative Regulations changes
since a petition had been filed.
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2.
Councillor Powers asked for Council updates to resume and include
copies of the City Attorney bills. Councillor Powers asked for an update on the
search for a permanent City Manager. Mr. Jellie said he will send Council a
proposed format for the updates and provide information regarding the search for a
permanent City Manager.
NEW BUSINESS
1.
Interim City Manager Stephen Jellie discussed the recreation facilities
and programs. Mr. Jellie explained he is working to develop an appropriate
position such as coordinator and reviewing part-time versus full-time status. Mr.
Jellie said we will be moving ahead with ice use, and we will need to get someone
to coordinate. Mr. Jellie explained the maintenance duties have been transitioned
from the Recreation Department to the Department of Public Works, but someone
is needed on staff to coordinate recreation programs. Mr. Jellie said an
administrative person will not be needed because those duties can be handled by
staff at City Hall. Councillor Skamperle said the Charter calls for a Recreation
Director so that is the position that should be used. Mr. Jellie agreed the Charter
currently calls for a Recreation Director. Councillor Skamperle asked for the
status of the Dobisky Center. Mr. Jellie replied the facility is currently closed due
to COVID-19, and there have not been a lot of requests to use the facility. Mr.
Jellie said abolishing the Parks and Recreation Director position is appropriate.
Councillor Kennedy asked for the status of furloughed employees in that
department. Mr. Jellie said there are no furloughed employees, adding the
employees were laid off. Councillor Rishe suggested reviewing the job description
and finding someone to promote the area. Councillor Rishe suggested Mr. Jellie
speak with the Chamber of Commerce and Kiwanis Club. Councillor Rishe said
we need someone to run the programs who is good with kids and also coordinate
the events at Lockwood. Councillor Kennedy questioned why they would want to
reinvent the wheel when we had a Director of Parks and Recreation who ran the
pool, marina, arena and the Dobisky Center. Councillor Kennedy said we are just
creating more work for ourselves.
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Councillor Kennedy said she has asked for an update on the Major League Fishing
Tournament for 2021 and feels the City is doing nothing while surrounding
communities are getting tournaments confirmed. Mr. Jellie said he has been in
constant contact with the Major League Fishing representatives. Mr. Jellie
explained he cannot speak to actions or events prior to his arrival. Councillor
Kennedy said it is frustrating that we got rid of someone and now plan to bring
someone new in. Councillor Kennedy said it is disheartening to people. Mayor
Skelly said the summer activities went great this year. Councillor Kennedy said
there were no summer activities other than the pool. Mayor Skelly said we need
someone who is proficient with summer activities and another person proficient
with winter activities, and each could work part of the year. Mr. Jellie said he will
draft the proposal with both a full-time person and two part-time individuals.
Councillor Powers said there would be a lot to manage with the programs, the
pool, the ice rink and the marina with minimum staffing. Councillor Powers said
he is opposed to removing the Parks and Recreation Director position because
going forward there will be a lot of management by an individual. Mr. Jellie said
he met with Larry Mitchell who gave a great presentation on what Kiwanis does
for youth programming. Mr. Jellie explained he is trying to proceed with caution
because of COVID-19. Mr. Jellie said the ice use season is very important. Mr.
Jellie explained cuts were made due to the financial crisis. Mayor Skelly said the
previous Council cut positions in the Parks and Recreation department. Mayor
Skelly said the parks have never looked better, the pool ran great under Penny this
summer and Council added $20,000 to the budget for activities. Councillor
Kennedy said the four new members of Council have yet to sit through a budget.
Councillor Kennedy said most cuts were made in the past through attrition and
previous Council members made fiscally responsible decisions, not decisions
based on personal opinions. Councillor Powers called for a point of order.
Councillor Skamperle said he did not vote to eliminate positions. Councillor
Skamperle said it costs approximately six cents on a dollar to have the Parks and
Recreation Director position and maintain the Charter. Councillor Rishe said we
are heading in the right direction with the City Manager’s proposal.
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Mayor Skelly said the roof replacement at City Hall was cut from the budget as
well as pool repairs. Mayor Skelly said a half million dollars was spent over the
last three years and asked what has been done to curtail the spending. Councillor
Skamperle said the new contracts saved $500,000. Mayor Skelly said he does not
see that. Mayor Skelly said the previous Council refused $5 million in grant
funding for the Wastewater Treatment Plant. Councillor Skamperle disagreed.
Mayor Skelly said the proposed job is different from the Parks and Recreation
Director position. Councillor Skamperle disagreed and said they are creating the
same job we had before.
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
1.
Interim City Manager Stephen Jellie presented Council with a handout
regarding the Ogdensburg Bridge & Port Authority 2021 Airport Security
Agreement. Mr. Jellie reviewed the highpoints with Council and said he will be
meeting with OBPA to review the agreement. Mr. Jellie said the contract would be
valid for five years and renewable each year to adjust for inflation. Mr. Jellie
explained there are no major changes to the agreement. Councillor Kennedy
questioned if the City could allocate two officers under the current staffing level
and if the positions would be reimbursable or separate. Mr. Jellie said at this point
there is staffing available to do it, noting there is one vacant position to consider.
Mr. Jellie explained one sergeant was just promoted and one police officer was
hired. Councillor Kennedy asked if the agreement will include a thirty day
payment requirement. Mr. Jellie said OBPA has been current on their payments
since he arrived and plans to budget long term for future payments. Councillor
Kennedy asked for the cost of training our officers for airport security and how
many officers will be trained. Mr. Jellie said Police Chief Robert Wescott will
make that decision, and he anticipates multiple officers will be trained just like
with the School Resource Officer position. Councillor Skamperle said the
agreement is needed quickly, and he believes OBPA wants it signed before
October. Mr. Jellie said OBPA wants the agreement signed as soon as possible.
Councillor Skamperle said OBPA needs a long term agreement.
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Councillor Kennedy asked if the projected cost includes administrative duties. Mr.
Jellie said administrative duties for the Police Chief and City Manager will be
billed as additional hours in small incremental amounts. Mr. Jellie said the Police
Chief will be billed at a rate of $48 per hour while the City Manager’s hours will
probably be free. Mr. Jellie said it truly has to be a partnership. Councillor
Kennedy said she supports the airport 100% but when the City is pinching pennies,
we cannot give anything away for free.
2.
Councillor Powers asked for an explanation of the process now that a
petition has been filed with the City Clerk. Mr. Jellie said the City Clerk will
forward the petition to the City Attorney for legal review and issue a decision
based on the legal opinion. Councillor Kennedy questioned what could be done if
the public is not in agreement with the City Attorney’s decision and asked if an
outside firm could be used for a third party opinion. Councillor Kennedy said
concerns have been expressed about the City Attorney’s allegiance. Mr. Jellie said
he is not willing to say the City Attorney has been tainted, and Council can
certainly direct second or third opinions.
3.
Councillor Powers asked for an update on the vacant positions at the
Police department. Mr. Jellie said staff will be looking at the budget next week
and holding everything until the budget is processed. Mr. Jellie explained an
officer has been brought back, and a dispatcher has given notice. Mr. Jellie said he
wants to give current employees a sense of stability.
4.
Councillor Powers said there is speculation that an employee was
removed from the bargaining unit just to get rid of him. Councillor Powers said
public comments were made of that nature and asked if there was any type of
conversation like that. Mr. Jellie said he is not aware of any. Mayor Skelly said he
did not know what Councillor Powers was talking about.
5.
Councillor Rishe asked for an update on the parkland designation for
the Mall and said if staff needs help from Council to please ask. Councillor Rishe
asked for an update on the Augsbury Property. Councillor Rishe explained he
wants to better understand the Wastewater Treatment Plant Capital Improvement
Project and would like a meeting scheduled with DANC.
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Councillor Rishe said it is a shame the Desperados building was allowed to sit and
degrade while owned by the City and said the same is true for the cheese plant.
Councillor Rishe suggested looking for demolition grants for Desperados and
hopes the building can be stabilized. Councillor Rishe said he would like to see
the subdivision and sale of the Diamond National property worked on. Councillor
Rishe said there is an Artesian well at the cheese plant that should be permanently
fixed. Councillor Rishe requested a copy of the offer made to Council for the
property at the St. Lawrence Psychiatric Center. Councillor Rishe said he would
like to see Council discuss this matter and vote. Councillor Rishe said he spoke
with Senator Schumer’s office regarding EDA and job retention for the
Wastewater Treatment Plant and added he understood the Director of Planning and
Development Andrea Smith is working on this. Councillor Rishe said he hopes all
parties are accommodated and an easement is considered for Paper Cherry Street
which is on the Planning Board agenda.
Mr. Jellie said staff is working on the parkland designation, and he has made
contact with all of the owners of the Augsbury property. Mr. Jellie said he will
arrange the meeting with DANC. Mr. Jellie explained a grant program was just
released, and he is hopeful with City will score well with Desperados and the
cheese plant. Mr. Jellie said staff will work at the cheese plant to removed toxic
materials and secure the building. Mr. Jellie explained he is hopeful the State will
free up funding for the Diamond National property, and he is hoping for better
marketing. Mr. Jellie said he will provide an update on the St. Lawrence
Psychiatric Center property. Mr. Jellie thanked Councillor Rishe for making the
contacts with Senator Schumer’s office regarding EDA. Councillor Rishe said
work has begun on the 2021 budget and noted he had asked for a five year
projection at the beginning of the year. Councillor Rishe said we are one of the
highest taxed cities in New York State, and the highest taxed in the North Country.
Councillor Rishe said the City will be better heading into 2021 because of
decisions made by Council. Councillor Skamperle said the St. Lawrence
Psychiatric Center land was an issue and the Department of Health was a major
obstacle. Councillor Skamperle said he would send Councillor Rishe the
information that he has on that matter.
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Councillor Skamperle said he wanted to clarify on the Mayor’s comment that the
City refused a $5 million grant for the Wastewater Treatment Plant Capital
Improve Project. Councillor Skamperle explained the City was scheduled for a $1
million grant and a $4 million high interest loan from USDA Rural Development,
but that office wouldn’t commit. Councillor Rishe said the newspaper reported
USDA Rural Development would not give the City the money because of the
project labor agreement. Councillor Skamperle said USDA Rural Development
would not commit.
6.
Councillor Fisher said he has been contacted by a couple of people
regarding an error on a monument at Groulx Park. Councillor Fisher explained the
middle initial for Michael Bouchard is wrong and asked that it be corrected. Mr.
Jellie said he received a call today regarding that matter and will look at the
options to get it corrected. Councillor Fisher said Mr. Bouchard served in the war
and was a police officer, and it is our obligation to correct it. Councillor
Skamperle said a monument company could probably make the correction.
CITIZEN PARTICIPATION
1.
Scott McRoberts said he was disappointed the petition was turned in
earlier in the meeting since the subsequent Charter and Administrative Regulations
changes on the agenda was not discussed. Mr. McRoberts questioned the reason
for not discussing it. Mr. McRoberts suggested the citizens could pay for the
referendum if the City Attorney issues a legal opinion that taxpayer funds cannot
be expended for the cost of a referendum. Mr. McRoberts said he already knows
what the City Attorney will issue for an opinion and noted the group has discussed
the matter with three other attorneys who disagree with the City Attorney. Mr.
McRoberts said the citizens should be allowed a referendum.
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2.
Myriam Beniamin asked if the auction will be virtual or in person and
if she will be notified. Interim City Manager Stephen Jellie said Dr. Beniamin will
receive a letter. Dr. Beniamin said the minutes last posted were from July 13, 2020
and said she was trying to research the minutes from the August 10, 2020 and
August 24, 2020 meetings. Dr. Beniamin said the audio recording of the meetings
are very difficult to hear. Dr. Beniamin said it would have been nice to know what
Bill #86 was about before the meeting.
3.
Jennifer Stevenson said she did not come to the meeting to speak and
was not prepared. Ms. Stevenson said she was angry because of the blaming of
past Council member. Ms. Stevenson said when coming on to Council you take
what you get, and everyone knew the conditions when running for office. Ms.
Stevenson said when she came on Council, members helped each other and she is
not seeing that. Ms. Stevenson said when the election was over she asked
incoming members for ideas. Ms. Stevenson said she was told it was her budget
and they would fix it. Ms. Stevenson said she hears complaints that previous
members do not want to go away. Ms. Stevenson explained she ran for what is
best for the City without any personal gain. Ms. Stevenson said previous members
still care. Ms. Stevenson said previous members of Council knew safety was
important. Ms. Stevenson said she would be respectful as her time ended and
noted that was more respect than previous Council members were given.
4.
Doug Loffler asked how much revenue was taken in for the increased
assessments. Councillor Rishe said approximately $150,000. Mr. Loffler asked
Interim City Manager Stephen Jellie if that was correct, and Mr. Jellie said it was
close. Mr. Loffler said he believes the City needs a full-time Parks and Recreation
Director. Mr. Loffler said if the City wants solid programs, a full-time director is
required. Mr. Loffler noted this is not the first time maintenance was transferred to
the Department of Public Works. Mr. Loffler said it always ended back up at the
Parks and Recreation because it was too much work. Mr. Loffler said equipment
and maintenance of the fields is a lot of work, and programs will overlap.
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5.
Angela McRoberts said she wasn’t planning to speak but wanted to
comment on the Recreation Director position. Mrs. McRoberts said the new
members of Council said a City Manager wasn’t needed, but then hired an interim
city manager. Mrs. McRoberts said the new members of Council said a Recreation
Director wasn’t need, but now want to hire a Recreation Coordinator. Mrs.
McRoberts said they haven’t even been through the full recreation programs, and
the marina was not the best this summer. Mrs. McRoberts said what was described
for the proposed position was Mr. Curatolo’s position. Mrs. McRoberts said the
City had exactly what is being proposed. Mrs. McRoberts explained Mr. Curatolo
helped keep the facilities and programs running and was available 24/7. Mrs.
McRoberts said at the eleventh hour a lacrosse coach was needed and Matt stepped
up to help because he cares about the kids and programs. Mrs. McRoberts asked
Council to think about their decisions and not make impulsive decisions that
impact the community.
6.
Jim McCarthy said he hadn’t planned to speak but felt he should. Mr.
McCarthy said a lot of programs are run by local organizations, but the City
actually maintains the fields. Mr. McCarthy said during his career with the school
district he had the opportunity to speak with Kathy Bouchard regarding civil
service. Mr. McCarthy explained he would provide her with a description of the
job, and she would find the position. Mr. McCarthy said he hopes Council will do
the same with this position. Mr. McCarthy said he hopes Council will not just say
never mind if it is determined that the proper title is Recreation Director.
7.
Brian Mitchell said the new members of Council have been asked to
lay out their goals and questioned what has been done to do that. Mr. Mitchell said
he hopes the City Attorney is strong and makes the proper decision.
8.
Julie Hynes said the children need the recreation department and
asked Council not to take it away.
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Mayor Skelly said there was a need for Executive Session to discuss proposed,
pending or current litigation and he needed to recuse himself. Councillor Rishe
made a motion to adjourn to Executive Session, and Councillor Dillabough
seconded the motion.
The vote to adjourn to Executive Session was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
On a motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned.

