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NOTE: Due to public health and safety concerns related to COVID-19, this City Council
Meeting was not an in-person meeting. In accordance with the Governor’s Executive Order
202.1, this meeting was held via videoconferencing using GoToMeeting.com. The public was
notified in advance and provided appropriate information for attending.

Mayor Skelly called the meeting to order and asked the Clerk to call the roll:
PRESENT:

Mayor Skelly, Councillors Dillabough, Fisher,
Kennedy, Powers, Rishe and Skamperle*

ABSENT:

None

PERSONAL APPEARANCE
1.
Valerie Sovie, 930 Hasbrouck Street, addressed Council and began
reading a letter from Steven Hinch regarding City Manager Stephen Jellie. Mayor
Skelly advised her to stop reading the letter because it was hearsay directed towards
a City employee. Mrs. Sovie stopped reading the letter and encouraged anyone who
was unable to hear the remainder of the letter to review recent developments in
Watertown with their Fire Department’s contracts. Mrs. Sovie explained the legal
outcome of that situation was not in favor of the City of Watertown, and thousands
of dollars are going to be paid out due to violations of those contracts. Mrs. Sovie
said our current City Manager was also involved in that matter. Mrs. Sovie urged
Council to reconsider the very ill-advised plans to cut the staffing at the Fire
Department. Mrs. Sovie said it is not just about minimum staffing clauses or money.
Mrs. Sovie said it is about the safety of the men that the City employs. Mrs. Sovie
explained those clauses are in place for a reason. Mrs. Sovie said the proposed
layoffs will not just impact ten employees, adding it will also affect family members
and children in our school district. Mrs. Sovie said the tax revenue will also be
affected if ten families leave the City. Mrs. Sovie encouraged Council to consider
the safety issues at hand, the public safety of the community and the well-being of
the citizens before they take the step proposed.
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2.
IAFF Union President Jason Bouchard addressed Council and read a
prepared statement. (A copy of his statement follows these minutes.)
3.
Scott Sargent addressed Council and said in the election last November
citizens voted on change. Mr. Sargent said the votes were not driven financially or
based on a tax rate reduction. Mr. Sargent explained the votes were based on
optimism and hope for the City. Mr. Sargent said he recognizes there are financial
problems in the City but noted the City is now divided. Mr. Sargent said the
leadership is not listening to people. Mr. Sargent said Mayor Skelly as a leader
should want to know how citizens feel. Mr. Sargent said two other attorneys do not
agree with the two attorneys who advised the referendum was not permitted. Mr.
Sargent said if there was a new election tomorrow there would be a drastic difference
in the outcome. Mr. Sargent explained the drastic cuts in the Fire Department
proposed would result in a savings of $125 per year on an assessed value of
$100,000, adding that is only $10.41 per month or 35 cents per day at the expense
of jobs and public safety. Mr. Sargent told Council about his own personal
experiences with the Fire Department and a member of the Fire Department that was
unexpectedly lost while he was present.
4.
Doug Loffler addressed Council explaining that he attempted to attend
the Council meeting in person that night but was turned away by City Manager
Stephen Jellie. Mr. Loffler noted Mr. Jellie couldn’t let the public attend the meeting
but still held the meeting, noting City Hall was not closed to the public. Mr. Loffler
said many special City Council meetings have been held this year, and Council could
have rescheduled the meeting and held a special meeting next week. Mr. Loffler
said it is distasteful to cut people off. Mr. Loffler started to address Councillor
Dillabough directly, but Mayor Skelly said Mr. Loffler needed to address Council
as a whole. Mr. Loffler said he just wanted to note that Councillor Dillabough had
stated at the last Council meeting that he did not support cutting ten positions at the
Fire Department.
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5.
Jennifer Stevenson addressed Council explaining Council members
really need to think about what they are doing. Ms. Stevenson said previous Council
members knew that the City needed to reduce staff, adding there were higher levels
of staffing at the Police Department that were negotiated to lower. Ms. Stevenson
said she finds what is proposed to be a gamble. Ms. Stevenson cautioned members
of Council to look at Watertown. Ms. Stevenson explained she worries about the
safety of employees and people in the City if the proposed reductions are made. Ms.
Stevenson said there have been five fires on Greene Street since she moved there,
noting properties are not distanced in the City like they are in the country. Ms.
Stevenson explained volunteer organizations cannot find volunteers and questioned
how the City will find volunteer firefighters. Ms. Stevenson asked Council to
reconsider the proposal, noting any negative consequences will be on the shoulders
of the members of Council.
6.
Molly Sargent addressed Council explaining she was unable to attend
the meeting in person that night. Mrs. Sargent said she is amazed Mayor Skelly is
in favor of cutting positions at the Fire Department after his family previously had a
need of the Fire Department. Mrs. Sargent explained Mayor Skelly’s home caught
on fire, and the Fire Department saved it. Mrs. Sargent explained she cannot imagine
Mayor Skelly would receive the same response now that he has proposed cutting ten
positions at the Fire Department. Mrs. Sargent said the current contracts were
negotiated in good faith, adding the firefighters gave up a lot.
7.
Sue McGrath addressed Council explaining some members of Council
are proposing cutting ten positions at the Fire Department while giving Mr. Jellie a
raise. Ms. McGrath said the firemen are worth their money. Ms. McGrath said it is
disgusting how some members of Council are tearing the City apart. Ms. McGrath
said karma comes around, adding Mayor Skelly is not the man she thought he was.
8.
Lisa Sargent, 14 Academy Place, addressed Council explaining
Councillor Rishe said City Manager Stephen Jellie came recommended to the City.
Ms. Sargent questioned why a search for a City Manager was not warranted. Ms.
Sargent explained Mr. Jellie is being paid a lot of money and said he should not ask
anyone for a solution to the City’s financial problems. Ms. Sargent said that is Mr.
Jellie’s job.

CITY COUNCIL MEETING
November 9, 2020
Page 376
Ms. Sargent said if Mr. Jellie’s best plan is to cut ten positions at the Fire Department
to save 35 cents per day he needs to come up with a better plan. Ms. Sargent asked
Council members to put personal agendas aside.
CORRESPONDENCE
1.
City Clerk Cathy Jock read a letter from Dave Doty. (A copy of the
letter follows these minutes.)
CONSENT AGENDA
Mayor Skelly moved that the claims as enumerated in General Fund Warrant
#18-2020 in the amount of $732,047.04 and Library Fund Warrant #18-2020 in the
amount of $19,240.12 and Capital Fund Warrant #18-2020 in the amount of
$2,456,497.99 and Community Development Fund Warrant #18-2020 in the amount
of $834.15 and Community Renewal Fund Warrant #18-2020 in the amount of $0.00
as audited, be and the same are ordered paid and Councillor Dillabough seconded
the motion.
Councillor Kennedy questioned the payment to Barclay and Damon in the amount of
$26,000. City Manager Stephen Jellie said the payment was made regarding the
Cheese plant litigation. Councillor Powers questioned the payment to Key
Government Finance, Inc. in the amount of $27,960. Mr. Jellie said he did not have
the invoices in front of him but most likely the payment was on a bond. Councillor
Powers said he would like the detailed information provided going forward.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL

CITY COUNCIL MEETING
November 9, 2020
Page 377
ITEMS FOR COUNCIL ACTION
1.
Councillor Powers moved a resolution authorizing the City Manager to
sign an agreement to extend the Snow and Ice Control Agreement between the City
of Ogdensburg and St. Lawrence County, and Councillor Kennedy seconded to wit:
RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY MANAGER
TO SIGN A ST. LAWRENCE COUNTY HAZMAT TEAM
INTER-MUNICIPAL AGREEMENT
WHEREAS, St. Lawrence County Board of Legislators Resolution No. 224-2002
created the St. Lawrence County Bio-Hazard Response Team Operational
Guidelines, and
WHEREAS, one of the basic functions of government is to provide for the safety of
its citizens and without an operational St. Lawrence County Hazardous Materials
Response Team (HAZMAT Team), the health and safety of the citizens of the county
has become a cause of concern to many, and
WHEREAS, St. Lawrence County and the City of Ogdensburg recognize the value
of both paid and volunteer staff, and
WHEREAS, the HAZMAT Team will be able to meet the required Occupational
Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) training and equipment standards to
respond safely to incidents once HAZMAT training is conducted and funding
provided to the City of Ogdensburg, and
WHEREAS, the required training is provided at no cost through the New York State
Office of Fire Prevention and Control and will be provided to both the paid and
volunteer HAZMAT first responders, and
WHEREAS, consortium funds from New York State are available to cover some of
the expenses associated with the HAZMAT Team, and
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WHEREAS, it is an unfortunate certainty that incidents including hazardous
materials will occur in the future in St. Lawrence County as they have happened in
the past, and
WHEREAS, it is in the interest of our communities that the County have both paid
and volunteer staff readily available that meet the training requirements with
adequately tested equipment to the level necessary to respond in a way that mitigates
harm to themselves and the communities, and
WHEREAS, the HAZMAT Team has been successfully operational since its
inception,
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Manager is hereby
authorized by the Ogdensburg City Council to sign a contract with St. Lawrence
County for HAZMAT Team Services, upon approval of the City Attorney, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the term will be January 1, 2021 through
December 31, 2023.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
*Councillor Skamperle left the meeting.
2.
Mayor Skelly moved a resolution a resolution designating the official
City bank depositories for 2021, and Councillor Dillabough seconded to wit:
RESOLUTION DESIGNATING THE
2021 OFFICIAL BANK DEPOSITORIES
BE IT RESOLVED, that Community Bank NA, NBT Bank NA, Upstate National
Bank, Key Bank of Northern New York NA, and NYCLASS through Public Trust
Advisors, LLC be designated as official depositories of City Funds for 2021.
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The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
3.
Mayor Skelly moved a resolution designating the 2021 City Council
meeting dates, and Councillor Dillabough seconded to wit:
2021 CITY COUNCIL MEETING DATES
BE IT RESOLVED, that the regular City Council meetings for the City of
Ogdensburg, shall be on the second and fourth Mondays, of each month except July,
August and December, and unless such date is a legal holiday, in which event the
meeting will be held on the next business day. The dates of these meetings are listed
below:
January

11, 25

February

8, 22

March

8, 22

April

12, 26

May

10, 24

June

14, 28

July

12

August

9

September

13, 27

October

12, 25
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November

8, 22

December

6, 13

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, all the meetings will be held at 7:00 pm in the
City Council Chambers, City Hall or at such other places as may be designated by the
City Council. All meetings are open to the public.
Councillor Rishe said he would prefer that meetings start at 6:00pm. Mayor Skelly
said he preferred meetings be held two times per month. City Manager Stephen
Jellie said changing the meeting time and adding additional regular meetings for July
and August would require changes to the Administrative Regulations, and staff could
make the steps necessary to bring those changes forward for Council approval.
Councillor Powers said the 6:00pm start time may be problematic for him, but he
would figure it out. Councillor Kennedy said changes may be required for the Spring
Break timeframe because it has been problematic in the past.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
4.
Councillor Powers moved a resolution calling for a public hearing and
public notice on a proposed ordinance to lease municipal property at 330 Ford Street
(Basement) for the Satellite Office of Senator Patricia Ritchie, and Councillor
Kennedy seconded to wit:
RESOLUTION OF CITY COUNCIL INTRODUCING ORDINANCE
AND PROVIDING FOR PUBLIC NOTICE
AND PUBLIC HEARING
BE IT RESOLVED, that Ordinance No.__ of 2020, entitled "An Ordinance to
Lease City-Owned Property " be and it hereby is introduced before the City Council
of the City of Ogdensburg, New York, and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Council shall hold a public hearing
in the matter of the adoption of the aforesaid ordinance to be held at the Council
Chambers in the City of Ogdensburg, New York, on the 23rd day of November, 2020,
at 7:00 p.m., and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Clerk give notice of such public
hearing by publication in the newspaper so designated by the City Council of the
City of Ogdensburg for legal and public notices at least seven (7) days before the
hearing date of a notice setting forth the time and place and describing the proposed
ordinance in summary form.
Mayor Skelly said he would like to see the City receive more money for the lease.
Councillor Rishe said the amount is way below market value for an office of that
quality. City Manager Stephen Jellie said the amount could be looked at, noting the
rate was determined by the same rate of reimbursement from the Court. Councillor
Rishe questioned if the Court only reimburses for the use of the square footage
without reimbursing for heat and lights. Councillor Powers said he would hate to
lose a Senator being available in the City. Councillor Rishe said he was not
suggesting that but was suggesting a conversation about the annual lease amount.
Councillor Rishe said the City needs to consider its own finances also. Councillor
Rishe said he was fine with the proposal but suggested looking at the rate in a couple
years along with the amount paid by Court.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
OLD BUSINESS
1.
City Manager Stephen Jellie discussed police reform. Mr. Jellie
explained he is working to obtain a representative from the District Attorney’s office
for the committee and plans to hold the first meeting after the first of the year. Mr.
Jellie said the City will be on track to meet the deadline.
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2.
Mr. Jellie discussed workplace violence compliance. Mr. Jellie
explained there are a couple of members of Council who still need to complete the
training, noting staff will be meeting with the unions the next day. Mr. Jellie said
the required information to cure the violations will be forwarded to PESC by the end
of the week.
3.
Director of Public Works Shane Brown updated Council on public
skating. Mr. Brown said public skating was scheduled to resume on Saturday,
adding there would be two 1-hour sessions offered with cleaning in between
sessions. Mr. Brown explained there will be a limit of 30 people per session, and
everyone must preregister to attend. Councillor Kennedy asked if skate rentals
would be available, and if skates would be cleaned between sessions. Mr. Brown
said yes. Mayor Skelly questioned of the recent COVID-19 numbers would impact
the public skating. Mr. Jellie said the City would take each day by day, noting he
has been in constant contact with the Superintendent of Schools regarding
recreational activities. Mr. Jellie noted a lot of successful ice time sessions have
been held for organizations. Councillor Kennedy asked if an adult will be in charge
for the public skating sessions, noting it is difficult for high school students to
supervise high school students. Mr. Brown said there will be two or three college
students on duty with a couple of high school students, noting extra staff is required
for sanitization requirements.
4.
Councillor Powers said he was still waiting on the financial records
requested from the City Manager from the first of the year. Mr. Jellie said he was
not sure what additional information Councillor Powers was requesting. Councillor
Powers said he would like the financial reports by month. Mr. Jellie said those
reports were previously provided to Council. Councillor Powers asked if that
information was provided in an email. Mr. Jellie said that information was provided
to Council attached to the Consent Agenda a previous meeting, adding he will be
sending that information to all members of Council going forward. Mr. Jellie added
he could provide the information requested if he better understood what was being
requested. Councillor Powers said he wants to see it all.
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5.
Councillor Powers said he would like to discuss public safety and
questioned if the Lieutenant positions would be filled at the Police Department. Mr.
Jellie said he had recommended to remove one Sergeant position and plans to explain
that to Council at the Police Department budget work session. Mr. Jellie said his
proposal is to promote one Sergeant to the Lieutenant position. Councillor Kennedy
questioned if that promotion would be in this year’s budget with the second
Lieutenant position filled in 2021, and Mr. Jellie said yes.
NEW BUSINESS
1.
City Manager Stephen Jellie requested feedback from Council
members regarding the scheduling of budget work sessions. Mr. Jellie explained
four or five work sessions will be required, noting the Department of Public Works
will need to be one session alone as well as Police and Fire. Councillor Rishe
suggested dates be proposed with a starting time of 6:00pm. Councillor Rishe
proposed one budget work session that week with two scheduled for the following
week, one for the week of Thanksgiving and one the following week. Mayor Skelly
suggested a poll be taken of Council members for availability. Councillor Powers
said he would not typically be available the afternoons of Monday through Thursday,
noting he could come to a 5:00pm meeting on Thursdays. Councillor Kennedy
suggested a budget work session be held right before the next Council meeting.
Councillor Rishe suggested budget work sessions be scheduled on November 12th,
November 16th and November 19th. Councillor Powers said November 12th was not
good for him. Councillor Fisher said he would be available any day. Councillor
Kennedy asked if virtual attendance would be available, and Mr. Jellie said yes.
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
1.
City Manager Stephen Jellie discussed a request to purchase Paper
Cherry Street. Mr. Jellie explained the concerns of the Department of Public Works,
adding he recommends Council move forward with the sale. Mayor Skelly asked if
the sale would land lock any property owners, and Mr. Jellie said no.
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Councillor Rishe questioned if property owners in the area could use Spruce Street
for access to their parcels if needed, and Mr. Jellie said yes. Councillor Rishe
questioned what would be required from Council. Mr. Jellie explained he wanted to
bring the proposal forward to Council to see if there was a consensus to move
forward. Mr. Jellie said staff will move forward with the requirements and bring the
proposal forward to Council for approval. Councillor Powers questioned if Mr. and
Mrs. Lalonde own four parcels including Cherry Street back to the water. Director
of Planning and Development Andrea Smith explained Mr. and Mrs. Lalonde own
the large parcel noted on the map, excluding the two small outbuildings. Councillor
Powers questioned if their property extends out behind the motel, and Ms. Smith
said yes. Mayor Skelly questioned if Mr. and Mrs. Lalonde own to the Maple City
Trail, and Ms. Smith said Paper Cherry Street does not provide access to the trail.
Councillor Powers questioned who the billboard area was sold to in the past. Ms.
Smith said that parcel was located outside of the City limits in the Town of
Oswegatchie. Councillor Kennedy noted Director of Public Works Shane Brown
does not recommend the sale and questioned what the storm water outflow entails.
Mr. Jellie explained the storm water outflow and suggested a right-of-way for the
City in case there was a need in the future. Councillor Fisher questioned if the
Planning Board recommended the sale, and Mr. Jellie said no. Councillor Kennedy
asked what the opening bid on the parcel would be, and Mr. Jellie said it has not
been determined yet. Councillor Kennedy asked if anyone else was interested in the
parcel. Mr. Jellie said Mr. and Mrs. Lalonde were the only parties who had
expressed interest.
CITIZEN PARTICIPATION
1.
Brian Mitchell addressed Council and said City Manager Stephen Jellie
seemed a bit disorganized that evening and suggested he move into the City so he
has more time to be prepared for the issues that need to be addressed. Mr. Mitchell
said he hopes Council supports the Fire Department.
On a motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned.

