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Mayor Skelly called the meeting to order and asked the Clerk to call the roll:
PRESENT:

Mayor Skelly, Councillors Dillabough, Fisher,
Kennedy, Rishe and Skamperle

ABSENT:

Councillor Powers

Mayor Skelly said Councillor Powers had asked to be excused from the meeting.
There was a consensus of Council to excuse Councillor Powers.
CORRESPONDENCE
1.
City Clerk Cathy Jock read a letter from Katie Lalonde regarding Paper
Cherry Street. (A copy of the letter follows these minutes.)
2.
City Clerk Cathy Jock read letters from Karen Wert and Ogdensburg
Minor Hockey Vice President Paul Wert regarding the opening of Lockwood Arena.
(Copies of the letters follow these minutes.)
CONSENT AGENDA
Mayor Skelly moved that the claims as enumerated in General Fund Warrant
#22-2020 in the amount of $1,010,385.35 and Library Fund Warrant #22-2020 in
the amount of $24,455.24 and Capital Fund Warrant #22-2020 in the amount of
$1,966,349.59 and Community Development Fund Warrant #22-2020 in the amount
of $76.02 and Community Renewal Fund Warrant #22-2020 in the amount of
$15,200.00 as audited, be and the same are ordered paid and Councillor Dillabough
seconded the motion.
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Councillor Kennedy said she had emailed City Manager Stephen Jellie to request
copies of all attorney bills paid under the Consent Agenda but did not receive a
response. Councillor Kennedy asked Mr. Jellie if he received the email. Mr. Jellie
said he did not receive the email and had just been informed that other City staff
have been experiencing issues with email. Councillor Kennedy asked Mr. Jellie to
email the information to her.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
APPOINTMENTS
1.
Mayor Skelly moved to appoint Councillor Fisher, Councillor Kennedy
and Councillor Rishe to two-year terms on the Audit Committee, terms to begin
January 11, 2021 and end December 31, 2022, and Councillor Dillabough seconded
the motion.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
2.
Councillor Skamperle moved to appoint Ryan Frary to a three-year
term on the Planning Board, term to begin January 11, 2021 and end December 31,
2023, and Councillor Kennedy seconded the motion.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
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3.
Councillor Skamperle moved to appoint Michael Weaver to a threeyear term as an alternate on the Planning Board, term to begin January 11, 2021 and
end December 31, 2023, and Councillor Kennedy seconded the motion.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
ITEMS FOR COUNCIL ACTION
1.
Mayor Skelly moved a resolution designating two additional regular
City Council Meeting dates for 2021, and Councillor Dillabough seconded to wit:
RESOLUTION DESIGNATING TWO ADDITIONAL
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING DATES FOR 2021
WHEREAS, a resolution designating the dates of the 2021 City Council meetings was
passed by Council on November 9, 2020; and,
WHEREAS, Ogdensburg City Council amended Administrative Regulations Article
II entitled Personnel Policies and Procedures §AR17 by Ordinance #17 of 2020 at the
December 14, 2020 City Council meeting; and,
WHEREAS, two regular City Council meetings will be held every month.
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the following regular City Council
meeting dates are also designated for 2021:
July

26

August

23
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, all regular City Council meetings will be held at 6:00
p.m. in the City Council Chambers at City Hall or at such other places as may be
designated by the City Council. All meetings are open to the public.
Councillor Rishe said he preferred additional meetings be called for when needed.
Councillor Fisher said he did not have a problem with two meetings every month.
The vote was:
AYES:

Mayor Skelly, Councillors Dillabough and Fisher

NAYS:

Councillors Kennedy, Rishe and Skamperle

DEFEATED, 3 TO 3
2.
Mayor Skelly moved a resolution to adopt the Retention and
Disposition Schedule for New York Local Government Records (LGS-1) for records
retention, and Councillor Dillabough seconded to wit:
RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE RETENTION AND DISPOSITION SCHEDULE
FOR NEW YORK LOCAL GOVERNMENT RECORDS
WHEREAS, New York State Archives has revised the State’s local government
records retention and disposition schedules; and,
WHEREAS, the previous four existing retention and disposition schedules expired on
January 1, 2021; and,
WHEREAS, local governments may only destroy records if the Retention and
Disposition Schedule for New York Local Government Records (LGS-1) has been
adopted.
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of
Ogdensburg that Retention and Disposition Schedule for New York Local Government
Records, issued pursuant to Article 57-A of the Arts and Cultural Affairs Law, and
containing legal minimum retention periods for local government records, is hereby
adopted for use by all officers in legally disposing of valueless records listed therein;
and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that in accordance with Article 57-A:
a) Only those records will be disposed of that are described in Retention and
Disposition Schedule for New York Local Government Records after they have
met the minimum retention periods described therein;
b) Only those records will be disposed of that do not have sufficient administrative,
fiscal, legal or historical value to merit retention beyond established legal
minimum periods.
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Chapter 171 of the Ogdensburg
Municipal Code entitled “Records”, Article I entitled “Records Retention” be
deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following:
§171-1. Adoption of standards.
Retention and Disposition Schedule for New York Local Government Records, issued
pursuant to Article 57-A of the Arts and Cultural Affairs Law, and containing legal
minimum retention periods for local government records, is hereby adopted for use by
all officers in legally disposing of valueless records listed therein
§171-2. Disposition of records.
In accordance with Article 57-A:
a) Only those records will be disposed of that are described in Retention and
Disposition Schedule for New York Local Government Records after they have
met the minimum retention periods described therein;
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b) Only those records will be disposed of that do not have sufficient administrative,
fiscal, legal or historical value to merit retention beyond established legal
minimum periods.
Councillor Rishe asked for more information regarding the proposed resolution.
City Clerk Cathy Jock explained the previous records retention schedule expired on
January 1, 2021, and New York State Archives revised the local government records
retention schedule. Ms. Jock said there is now one uniform records retention
schedule for all levels of local government while in the past there had been four
separate schedules for the different types of local government.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
3.
Councillor Rishe moved a resolution to authorize the placement of a
Marion and Julius Frank Woman Suffrage Sign at City Hall, and Councillor
Kennedy seconded to wit:
RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE PLACEMENT OF A MARION AND
JULIUS FRANK WOMAN SUFFRAGE SIGN AT CITY HALL
WHEREAS, Julius Frank was the Mayor of Ogdensburg from 1914 to 1918; and,
WHEREAS, Marion and Julius Frank organized suffrage meetings at the Opera
House/Town Hall; and,
WHEREAS, Marion Frank founded and served as President of the Ogdensburg
Political Equality Club which promoted women’s right to vote in Northern New York;
and,
WHEREAS, City Historian Julie Madlin through the William G. Pomeroy Foundation
has obtained a sign at no cost for the City of Ogdensburg to commemorate the national
centennial of women’s suffrage in 2020.
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Ogdensburg City Council authorizes
the placement of a Marion and Julius Frank Woman Suffrage Sign at City Hall.
City Historian Julie Madlin explained the sign will put Ogdensburg on the National
registry for the woman suffrage tour and should increase tourism in the City.
Councillor Rishe thanked Mrs. Madlin for her work to obtain the sign for the City
and said it is amazing that local people played an active role in the movement.
Councillor Kennedy also thanked Mrs. Madlin and asked if Mrs. Madlin knew when
the sign would be installed. Mrs. Madlin said hopefully by summer.
The vote was:
CARRIED, AYES ALL
OLD BUSINESS
1.
Councillor Rishe asked for an update on Police Reform and questioned
when the schedule for public participation will be set. City Manager Stephen Jellie
said he anticipates the first meeting of the steering committee will be held by the end
of January and the public participation sessions to be scheduled soon thereafter. Mr.
Jellie explained he will provide Council with a presentation at the next meeting.
2.
Councillor Fisher said correspondence regarding Paper Cherry Street
was read earlier in the meeting and questioned if anything had been done for the
City’s right-of-way. City Manager Stephen Jellie said he plans to put that item on
the agenda for the next meeting. Mr. Jellie explained he also plans to develop a
template for City staff, noting it is important to have guidance from Council to save
staff time and expenses.
3.
Councillor Skamperle said he would like to see Lockwood Arena
opened before January 16th. Councillor Skamperle explained Ogdensburg Minor
Hockey has been following protocol. Councillor Rishe said he is agreeable if the
current State guidelines permit the opening of the facility and all guidelines are being
followed.
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Councillor Kennedy said both groups of skaters requesting to use Lockwood Arena
are being responsible and following guidelines. Councillor Kennedy said she
realizes the City needs to err on the side of caution but noted school is open, and she
would like to see Lockwood Arena open. Councillor Fisher asked if schools are
open for in-person attendance. Councillor Kennedy explained Ogdensburg schools
are operating on a hybrid program, with partial in-person attendance and partial
remote attendance. Councillor Rishe asked if the school’s ice rink was open, and
Mayor Skelly said no. City Manager Stephen Jellie said there is no obstruction
coming from City Hall, and he understands all of the concerns. Mr. Jellie explained
he planned to wait on the statistics that will be available at the end of the week and
then speak with School Superintendent Kevin Kendall and St. Lawrence County
Public Health. Mr. Jellie said the St. Lawrence County COVID-19 numbers are high
in New York State, and Ogdensburg has one of the highest numbers in the County.
Mr. Jellie said he is not trying to keep Lockwood Arena closed one day longer than
needed. Councillor Rishe asked if the State allows arenas to be open. Mr. Jellie said
yes and explained there are several rinks open with guidelines in place that must be
followed. Mr. Jellie explained the numbers have been growing, and the Governor
stated these types of decisions would be left up to local government.
4.
City Manager Stephen Jellie said he planned to provide Council with
an update on the St. Lawrence Psychiatric Center property at either the next Council
meeting or the following meeting.
5.
City Manager Stephen Jellie said a decision regarding sales tax is
expected from St. Lawrence County on January 25, 2021.
6.
City Manager Stephen Jellie said Public Updates will be posted on the
City website no later than the 15th day of each month beginning on January 15, 2021.
7.
City Manager Stephen Jellie provided Council with an update on the
marketing for the Brownfield areas. Mr. Jellie said there have been several meetings
with the County to clean up those properties. Mr. Jellie said the plan is to begin with
the old Shade Roller property.
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8.
Councillor Fisher asked for an update on the REDI project and the
proposed design. Councillor Fisher explained people expressed concerns about the
proposed design. City Manager Stephen Jellie said staff will prepare a summary and
information packet to send to Council.
9.
Councillor Skamperle asked if anyone had met with Ogdensburg Minor
Hockey representatives. City Manager Stephen Jellie said staff will keep them
informed. Mr. Jellie explained he planned to talk with the School Superintendent
tomorrow to determine what numbers are being seen in the schools. Mr. Jellie said
the plan is to re-open Saturday, and if Lockwood Arena could be opened sooner it
would be. Mr. Jellie cautioned the arena may not open on Saturday, noting it is a
not a cut and dry topic. Councillor Skamperle said he did not agree with what the
school says, noting Massena school is closed but their arena is open. Mr. Jellie said
we are trying to operate for the good of the whole, and the objective is to keep kids
in school. Councillor Kennedy said although she understood that, we also need to
look at the arena as a business that generates revenue. Councillor Kennedy
explained if people want to use the arena and be responsible, they should be able to.
Councillor Kennedy said the City is clearly within its authority to shut it down if
people are not being responsible. Councillor Kennedy said the dance centers are
open and asked Mr. Jellie to remember there are other things going on in the
community. Mr. Jellie agreed but noted there hasn’t been one sport activity at the
school. Mr. Jellie explained everyone is doing exactly as asked and that is not the
concern. Mr. Jellie said everyone needs to have the same goal and hopefully we are
nearing the finish line. Mayor Skelly said he believes it is a good idea for the City
Manager to make the decision regarding the arena because it takes politics out of it.
NEW BUSINESS
1.
Councillor Rishe said Canton has been working on their lighting
systems through grants from National Grid and suggested Public Works Director
Shane Brown check with National Grid to see if grants are available for Ogdensburg.
Mayor Skelly said that was a great idea but noted Police Reform should be the
number one priority right now, noting there is not sufficient staff at City Hall right
now.
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City Manager Stephen Jellie said the City has started a street light survey and will
have Mr. Brown review the status. Mr. Jellie said the program was used in Tupper
Lake last year and was very successful. Councillor Rishe said he understands Police
Reform is a priority and noted that is why duties should be delegated. Councillor
Rishe said Canton is also submitting a Main Street grant application and suggested
the City do the same. Mr. Jellie said he would add that item to the list.
2.
Councillor Kennedy asked for an update on the fleet vehicles,
specifically the truck for the Fire Department. City Manager Stephen Jellie said he
will send a summary of the fleet vehicle program to Council. Mr. Jellie explained
the City only received half of the vehicles expected in 2020. Mr. Jellie said the Fire
Department truck was received, but the title and registration have not been received
yet. Mr. Jellie explained the Tahoe is the Fire Chief’s vehicle and that vehicle will
be staying at City Hall with the Fire Chief. Mayor Skelly said he would like to see
the Tahoe returned because it is an expensive vehicle. Councillor Dillabough said
if the Tahoe is going to be returned it should be done soon because the value is
decreasing.
3.
City Manager Stephen Jellie provided Council with an update on the
following ongoing projects:
a) Analysis of water and sewer programs and rates, including current and longterm costs
b) Contaminated properties project with St. Lawrence County
c) Property tax foreclosure discussions with St. Lawrence County
d) Transfer of dispatch to St. Lawrence County with phase in planned for 2021
e) Finalizing of Hazmat program with St. Lawrence County
f) Contract with the Ogdensburg Volunteer Rescue Squad
g) Monthly briefing with the Ogdensburg Public Library
h) Retirement of Code Enforcement Officer Gregg Mallette on January 22, 2021
4.
Councillor Kennedy asked it is possible for the City to accept monthly
installment payments for taxes and water/sewer rates. Councillor Kennedy
explained other municipalities are able to offer citizens the option to make partial
payments. Mayor Skelly said that topic had previously been discussed.
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City Manager Stephen Jellie said the Comptroller’s office is currently looking at
other software programs and checking in to what other communities are using.
Councillor Kennedy asked if staff is actively looking now, and Mr. Jellie said yes.
Mr. Jellie said he will update Council at the next meeting. Councillor Kennedy
added it would also increase the City’s cash flow.
5.
Councillor Rishe suggested the City hire a consultant to write grant
applications. Councillor Rishe explained there is plenty of need for it and said he
would be fine with hiring a consultant. Mayor Skelly said he was not opposed to
hiring a consultant, adding the City Manager needs someone in his office too.
6.
Councillor Skamperle asked if the position of Code Enforcement
Officer will be posted. City Manager Stephen Jellie yes, but first he would like to
take the opportunity to review the staff for that department.
7.
Councillor Kennedy asked if City Manager Stephen Jellie had started
the process to hire a confidential secretary. Mr. Jellie explained he updated the
duties statement over the weekend and within the next seven to ten days he will be
working with City Clerk Cathy Jock to post the position.
8.
Councillor Fisher said he noticed there are no term limits for any
members of Council. Councillor Fisher said the 2017 Charter Review Commission,
which consisted of Mr. Loffler, Mr. Cilley, Mr. Bean, Mr. Basta, Mr. McRoberts
along with others, recommended term limits. Councillor Fisher explained he
reviewed the discussions from that Commission, but it appears there was no
discussion with Council on the topic. Councillor Fisher said it is something that
should be looked at for one of many changes to the Charter to be completed in 2021.
Mayor Skelly asked Councillor Fisher to share his notes with Council and City staff.
Councillor Fisher said City Clerk Cathy Jock would be able to provide the 2017
Charter Review Commission minutes.
On a motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned.

